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C H A P. I. 
07 the anſpeakabls Sweetneſs of God. 


ET me knbw thee, O Lord, thou 
ho knoweſt me. Let me know 
4 thee, O thou Strength ot my Soul. 
Shew thyſelf to me, O thou who art my 
Comforter: Let me ſee thee, O thow-who 
art the Light of mine Eyes. Come, O 
thou Joy of my Spirit, let me behold thee, 


O thou Comfort of my Heart. Make me 


love thee, O thou Life of my Soul. Ap- 
pear to me, O thou who art my great De- 
| A2 | light 


8 2 oliloguies 
light, my ſweet Conſolation, my Lord, my 
God, my Life, and the total Glory * my 
Soul. Let me find thee, O thou Deſire of 
my Heart; let me poſleſs thee, O thou 
Love of my Soul. Let me embrace thee, 
O thou celeſtial Spouſe! O thou my Sove- 
reign, -and both my external and internal 
Joy. Let me poſſeſs thee, O thou eternal 
Beatitude. Let me poſſeſs thee in the very 
Center of my Heart, O thou bleſſed Life, 

and thou ſovereign Sweetneſs of my Soul. 

1 evill love thee, O Lord, my Strength, O 
Cord. my Foundation, and my 
2 xvii. Refuge, and my Deliverer. Let 
me love thee, O my God, and 
my Helper; thou who art a Tower of 
Strength to me, and my dear Hope in all 
my Adverſity. Let me embrace thee, who 
art that Good, without which nothing is 
good; and let me enjoy thee, who art that 
Beſt, without which nothing is beſt. Open 
the deep Hollows of mine Ears by thy Word, 
.. * auhich is more penetrative hes 
Heb. ir. any two-edged Sword, that ſo I 
may grow to hear thy Voice. 
Thunder, O Lord, from above, with that 
Voice of thine which is ſo loud and ſtrong. 
Let the Sea and the fulneſi there» 
P/al xxxix. of thunder out. Let the Earth. 
Pal. exliii. and all which is therin be mo- 
Pjal. xvii. ved. Illuſtrate mine Eyes. O 
thou incomprehenſible Kn: 
art 


a 


them, that they may not behold Vanity. 
| Draw down the Rivers at full ſpeed, put 


them into Commotion, that the Fountains of 


Water may appear, and the mg of 


the Earth may be diſcloſed. 

O thou inviſible Light, grant to us ſuch 
a Power of ſeeing, as that we may be able to 
behold thee; Create, O thou Odour of Life, 
ſuch a new Power of ſmelling in us, as that 
awe may run after thee upon the Odour of thy 
Ointments, Cure this Taſte of ours, that it 
may reliſh, and diſcern, and know how 
great that Multitude of thy | 
Sxveetne/s is, O Lord, which Pjal:xxxix 
thou haſt laid up for juch as frar 
thee ; that is, of ſuch as are fully filled with 


thy Love. Grant me a Heart which may 


think of thee, a Will which may love thee, 
a Mind which may remember thee, an Un- 
derſtanding which may conceive thee, and a 


Reaſon which may adhere cloſe to thee,” 


who art the ſypreme Delight, and art to be 
ſo for ever. Let that Love which is wiſe 
be ever loving thee. | 

O thou Lie to which all Things live; 
Life which giveſt me Lite; Life which is 
my very Life itſelf, whereby I live, and 
without which die: Life, whereby I am 
reviyed, and without which [periſh 3' Life 
whereby I rejoice, and without Which I am 
in Milery ; Life which art a, vital Life 3 


A 4 Life 
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dart forth that bright Lightning, and dart 
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Life which is {weet and amiable, and to be 
recorded for ever, where art thou? I be. 
ſeech thee, that I may find thee, that I may 
faint in my ſelf, ' and be refreſhed in thee. 
Be thou near at hand in my Soul, near at 
hand in my Heart, near at hand in my 
Mouth, near at hand in mine Ears, near at 
hand to give me help, becauſe 
Cantic. ii. 4 languiſb with Love, becauſe I 
die without thee, and I am re- 
vived by remembring thee. Thy Odour 
doth refreſh me; the Memory of thee doth - 
cure me, but I Hal then only be jatisfied 
when thy (Glory ſpall appear, O thou Life of 
my Soul. 
My Soul is in Concupiſcence, and doth even 
faint through the Memory of thee. 
P/al. xvi. When ſhall I come and appear 
P/. Ixxxv. before thee, O thau my Toy, 
P/al. xli. Why deft thou turn thy Face 
from me, O thou my Joy, 
wherein I rejaice? Where is that Type of 
Beauty hidden which 1 defire ? I ſwallow 
down ene of thee, I live and 1 joy 
therein. Thy ſelf I do not ſee, but I hear 
thy Voice and it revives me. But why doft 
thou hide thy Face from me? 
Exo. xxxiii Doſt thou ſay, perhaps, that no 
Man ſhall ſee my Face and live? 
Well then, O Lord, let me die, that I may 
2 thee, and let 2 die 
ere. ven 


I will 
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I will not live, but 1 will die; defire to 
| be diſſolved and to be with 
Cbriß. I defire to die that I Phil. i. 1 
may ſee Chriſt; I refuſe to | 
live that I may live with Chrift. 

O Lord Jeſus, receive my Spirit! O that 
my. Life, receive my Soul; O thou my Joy, 
draw my Heart up to thee ; O thou ſweet 
Food, let me feed on thee. O thou my Head, 
direct me; Light of mine Eyes, illuminate 
me: O thou my trueSweetneſs, temper me, 
thou precious Odour, quicken me, thou 
Mord of God, reſtore me. O thou myPraiſe, 


delight thou the Soul of thy Servant ; enter __ 


into it, 'O thou Joy of mine, that it may 
rejoice in thee ; enter into it, O thou ſove- 


reign Sweetneſs, that it may reliſh thoſe 


Things which indeed are ſweet : O thou e- 
ternal Light, illuſtrate it, that it may under · 
ſtand, and know, and love thee ; for there- 
fore it is, O Lord, that he who loves thee 
not, doth not love thee, becauſe he knows 
thee not; and therefore doth he not know 
thee, becauſe he underſtands thee not; and 
therefore he underſtands thee not, becauſe © 
he comprehends not thy Light: For the 

Light foined in darincſs, » and darkneſs comp 
prebended it not. 

O thou Light of our Minds, O bright 
Truth, «uhich illuminateſt all Men coming 
into ihis Wirld : (coming into it indeed, bat 
not loving.i it for he who houeth the Warls 


A4 is 
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Jane, iv. ts already made: the Enemy of 
Sd.) Drive all Darkneſs from 

the Face of the Abyſs of my Mind, that it 
may ſee thee by knowing thee, that it may 
know. thee by comprehending thee, and that 
by ſo knowing thee it may love thee : For 
whoſoever knoweth thee forgets himſelf that 
he may love thee ; he loves thee more than 
himſelt ; he forſakes himſelf that he may fly 
to thee, and that he may rejoice in thee. 
From hence therefore it grows, O Lord, 
that I love thee not ſo much as I ought, 
becauſe I do not fully know thee ; but be- 
cauſe I know thee Rede 1 love thee little; : 
and becauſe I love thee little I rejoice little 
in thee, but receding from thee (who art the 
true interior Joy) towards external T hings, 
whilſt I want thee alone, I affect to find 
impure and falſe Friendſhips amongſt thy 
Creatures; and ſo, Wretch that I am, I 
have beſtowed this Heart of mine upon vain 
Things, which I ought to have employed 
upon thee with entire Appetite and Affecti. 
on, and ſo by loving Vanity, myſelf am 
grown to be wholly vain. And hence alſo 
it is, O Lord, that I rejoice not in thee, 
and that I adhere not to thee; for I am in 
exterior Things, thou in the interior; I am 
in temporal I hings, thou in ſpiritual : My 
Mind is ſcattered” and ſpilt, my Thought is 
entertained, \my Speech is employed upon 
898897 TY but thou, O * af 
| WE! 


. 
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Abel in the Erernities, and art Eternity it 


ſelf. Thou art in Heaven, I on Earth; 
thou loveſt high, and I low: Things, thou 
cCeleſtial, I terreſtrial; and when ſhall theſe 
popes £2 Lk ever able to meet ? 


"F 
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HAP. I. 


07 the Miery aud Frailty of Man. 


Retch that 1 am; when ſhall this 
Crookedneſs of mine be ftraighten- 


ed. according to that Rectitude of thine? 


Thou, O Lord, loveſt to be alone, and I 


| to be in Malie; - thou loveſt to be in Si- 


lence, and I in Noiſe ; thou loveſt Truth 


and I love Vanity; thou loveſt Purity, and 
4 Uncleanneſs. What ſhould 1 ſay more, 


O Lord? Thou art truly good, and 1 


naughty; thou art holy, and 1 am wicked; 


thou art happy, and I am wretched; thou 
art juſt, and J am unjuſt ; thou art Light 


itſelf, and I am truly blind; thou art Life 
"Itſelf, and I am dead; thou art Phyfick, 
and I am fick; thou art Joy, and I am 


Sorrow; thou art ſovereign 
P) xxx Truth, and ] am an Unwer/a- 
lity of Fanit, as indeed all Men 


living are. Woe be therefore to me, O 


e thou 


10 be Solilaguies 
thou Creator of mine, what ſhall I ſay? 
Vet hearken thou. O my Creator, for I am 
thy Creature, and I am even now upon pe- 
riſhing; lam thy Creature, and even very 
now upon dying; I am the Work of thy 
Hands, and I am even now reduced to no- 
thing; I am the Thing which thou haft 
made: Thy Handi, O Lord, © 8 
have made me and faſhioned me ; | Pſal.cxviii 
thoſe Hands, I ſay, which John x. 
were faſtened to the Croſs with , P/.cxxxvil 
Nails. for me: 'Do not, O Lord, * 
dejpije the Work of thoje Hands of thine: I 
beſeech thee behold. the Wounds. which are 
in thine own Hands: . Behold, O Lord, how 
thou haſt written me in thine own Hands ; 
read that Writing of thine and fave me. 
Behold I thy Creature do ſigh towards thee, 
thou art my Creator and do thou refreſh me. 
Behold I, who am the Work of thy Hands, 
cry. out to thee ; thou art Life itſelf do thou 
quicken me: Behold I whom thou haſt fra- 
med am looking towards thee ; thou art 
my Maker, and therefore do 
thou reſtore ,me. Pardan me, Job vii. 
Lerd, for my days are nothing. 14 
And yet what is any Man that he ſhould 
preſume to ſpeak to his Creator, who is 
God ? Pardon me whilſt I am ſpeaking to 
thee ; forgive thy Slave, who preſumes to 
open his Mouth to ſo great a Lord: But 
Neceflity hath no Law. Griet forces me to 
— 
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fpeak ; the' Calamity which I endute con- 
ſtrains me to ery out. I am ſick, and 3 On 
out to my Fhyſician; I am blind, nd 1 
make haſte: towards the Light; I am dead! 
and I aſpire towards Lite. Thou, O'Fe/us 
of Nazareth, art the Phyfician; thou art _ 
Light, and thou art Lite. 
Have Mercy on me. O that 
| San of David: Take pity on Mast. xx. 
me, O thou Fountain of Mer- | 
cy ; give ear to thy poor Creature which 
cries out after thee. O thou Light which 
art paſſing by, expect this blind Man, reach 
forth thy Hand to him, that he may come 
to thee, and may ſee. Light i in'thy Ligbt. 0 
thou living Life, revive thou this dead Man. 
But yet who am 1 that am ſpeaking to thee? 
Wae be to me, O Lord, have Mercy on me, 
© Lord: on me who am a rotten Carcaſs, 
the Food of Worms, a ſrinking Pot, and 
that Matter whereon Fire muſt teed Woe 
be to: me O Lord; have e me, 5 
Lord, Wretched Man that 1 | 
am: Man, abe being born of a. Job xiv. 
Waman is, to live but à little 
time, andi, 10 le filled avith many Mi ;feries. 
Man, I ſay, aubo is grown like: to Vanity i- 
Jelſ, and being compared tv the Fooliſh Brafts, | 
is now. alſo become like to them. | 
But yet ſtill what am I E a dark Abyſs, a 
wretched Piece of Earth, a Child of Wrath, 
a Veſſel. even made fir for Reproach z begot- 
ten 


— . — 
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ten with Impurity, living in Miſery,” and 
dying in Agony. Alas, poor Wreteh, What 
am I? And yet again; alas, what am 1 to 
be? A Veſſel full of Dung, a hollow Shell 
full of Putrefaction, full of ſtinking Filth, 
which even breedeth Horror; Blind, poot; 
naked, ſubject to a World of Mfferies, and 


wholly ignorant either* how I came into the 

. ä World, or how: fhall get out; miſerable 
| . | | and mor tal, 2099/0 Days pals a- 
—_— - Pſalm cl. way like a Shadow, whole Life 
iv | doth vaniſh like a waning Moon, 


like a Flower which groweth upon a Stalk; 
and preſently decays; now it flouriſpeth, 
and in the turning of a Hand it withereth. ' 
ThisLife, I ſay, this frail Lite of mige, this 
tranſitory Life, this Life, which how much the 
more it encreaſeth, ſo much the more it de- 
cays, how much the more it proceeds,” ſo 
much the nearer it draws to Death; a de- 
ceitful and ſhadowy Life, and all beſet with 
the very Snares of Death. Nowgl rejoiee, 
and even now again J am fad; now L 80 
ſtrong, and now again 1 am weak; now I 
live, and now 1 am about to die; now I 
laugh, and now again I weep ; now I. ſeem 
happy, whilſt yet 1 am always miſerable. 
And fo ſubject are all things to change upon 
all Warnings, as that there-is ſcarce any one 
of them which continueth permanent for the 
ſpace of an Hour: Here Fear and Appre- 
. and Hunger and Thirſt, and Heat 
and 


— 2 K 
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and Cold: and'Sickneſs of Body and Sorrow 


of Mind, are in all n and all theſe 
are followed | 'by untimely Death, which _ 
ſnatche th me out of the World by a thou, 
ſind Ways ; it kills one Man with a Fever, 

atother Man is oppreſſed with ' Griet of 
Mind, Hunger conſumeth one, Thirſt ma- 
keth an end of another, one Man is drown- 
ed by Water, another Man is ſtrangled by a 
Halter; another is deſtroyed by Fire, 15 


ther is devoured by wild Beaſts, one is ki 


ed by the Sword, another is corrupted 
Poiſon, and; another ends his miſerable Lite 
by the ſurprize of ſonie fi range and lochen 
ear. And now beſides, * beyond all 
theſe Things, a buge Miſery it is, that; as 
nothing is more certain than Death, ſo 
nothing is a Man more uncertain than of t 
Time when he ſhall die; when he thinks he 
ſtandeth tait he is tripped up, and his Hope 


Periſheth : No Man can. tell either when, 


or where, or how he ſhall die, and yet he is 


ſure enough that die he muſt. 


© Behold, O Lord, how great this Miſery 


of Man is wherein I am placed, and yet I 1 


am void of Fear; how great the Calamity 


is which Jendure, and yet 1 am far from 
Grief, nor do I cry out to thee: But l Will 
cry out, O Lord, before I paſs away, to 
the end that I may not paſs away but remain 
in thee, I will therefore declare, J Will de- 


clare my Mitery, and 1 wil not be aſhamed 


to 


14 
to conſeſs my Ba ſeneſs before thee. 


me, O AS my Strength where 


"the ee 


— 


by 1 am 


raiſed ; ſuecour me, O thou Power where- 
by I am ſuſtained ; approach to.me, O thou 
Light whereby I ſee ; appear to me, O Glo- 
ty wherein I joy ; diſcloſe thyſelf to me, O- 
thou Life whereby I live, 1 thou my Lom 


and my God. 


| 
; 


CHAP. III. 


Of the admirable Light of God 


Jb. iv. 


Gen. xxvii. 


Gen. i. 


of Darkneſs. 


Theu Light, which 75. 
bias ſaw when he taught 
Gen. xlix. his Son the right Way, though 
himſelf were blind. Thou Light 
which J/aac ſaw e 
when he foretold future Things to his Son, 
tho' his Eyes of Fleſh and Blood were full 


Thou ipviſible Light, I ſay. 


to which all the Aby ſſes of buman Hearts. 
| Thou Light which Jacob ſaw, 
when as thou didſt teach him interiorly, he 


are viſible; 


did exteriorly propheſy 
Behold, whilft thou art Light, 


to his Children. 
deep Dark- 


neſs is ſpread over the Face of the Aby {s of 
my M ind. Behold, whilſt thou art Trath, 


> 
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- Heart. O thou Word, whereby all 
pings are made, and ewithout | l 
awhich nothing is made. Thou N i. 
Word which art before all 1 
Thin vgs, and nothing was before it : Thou 
Word which era} all Things, and which 
guideſt all Things, and without Which all 
Things are nothing ; Thou Word which 
fay'dit in the Beginning, Let Light be made, . 
aud Light was made, ay alſo 8 me, Lee 
Light he made, and let it then indeed be madt. 
And make me alſo know whatſpexer is not 
Light, becauſe, without thy Help, I ſhall 
miſtake Li; ight for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs 
for Light and ſo without thy Light there 
is no Truth, but Error and Vanity are at 
hand; there is no Order, but Confuſion; 
no Knowledge, but Ignorance; no Sight, 
but Blindneſs; no open Way, but l 
ments; no Life, but Death. | 


IJ 


— C H AP, IV. 
G the Mortality of Man's Nature. | 


Br O Lord, dats ele? is 2 
N 


Light there is Death; or racher, 1 
not ſay that Death is there, becauſe 
Death indeed is 9 and by that we 


tend 


_— The e 3 


tend to be nothing, whilſt we are not afraid 
to make ourſelves nothing by committing 
Sin. And this, O Lord, happeneth juſtly 
to us; for we receive Puniſhment fit tor our 
Demerits whilſt we ſlide away like a little 
falling Water; for nothing is made without 
thee; and by doing and making that which 
is nothing, we grow to be nothipg, becauſe 
we are nothing without thee, 
Jobe . b whom all Things are made, 
| and without whom nothing is 
= . made. O Lord, (thou who art the Word, 
A O God, who art the Word, by whom all 
wo Things, and without whom nothing is made) 
Woe be to me miſerable Creature, who have 


_ bcc ſo often blinded for thou art Light, 
tl and I have been void of thee: Woe be to 
= me miſerable Creature, who, have been ſo 
= | often wounded; for thou art Health itſelf, 


and J am void of thee : Woe be to me miſe- 
able Creature, who have been ſo often infa- 
tuated by Error; for thou art Truth, and 
] am void of thee : Woe be to me miſera- 
ble Creature, who have ſo often gone aſtray; 
for thou art the Way, and 1 have wander- 
ed from thee: Woe be to me - miſerable 
Creature, who have been ſo often dead; for 
thou art Life. and F am without thee: Woe 
be to me miſerable Creature, who have been 
.... annihilated fo often; for thou 

Fobn. xiv. art that Word by eb all 
Things were made, and I am 

without 


| 
| 
| 


E. St. Ma. 17 
without thee, without whom nothing | is 
made. 

O God the Word, who art that Light 
whereby Light is made, who art the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, in whom there 1s 
no Darkneſs, nor Vanity, nor Death ; 
Light without which all is Darknels, Way 
without which all is Error, Truth without 
which all is . and Life without which 
all' is Death: O. Lord, do but ſay this 
Word, Fiat lux, let Lig be be made, that fo 
I may ſee Light and 5 Darkneſs, that 
I may ſee the Way and avoid Impediments, 
that I may ſee Truth and avoid Vanity, that 
I may fee Life and avoid Death. | 

O Lord, my Light, do thou inuminate 
me: O thou, my Illumination and my Sal. 
vation, whom 1 will fear, and my Lord 
whom I will praiſe, my God whom I will 
honour, my Father whom I will love, and 
my Spouſe for whom I will preſerve myſelf; 
ſhine forth, I fay, ſhine forth thou Light 
upon this blind Creature of thine, a is 
fitting in darknejwand in the Shadow of death, 


and direct his Feet into the Way of Peace, ZN: 


whereby I may enter into the Place of thy 
admirable Tabernacle as far as the Houſe of 
God himſelf,” in the Voice of Exultation and 
Confeſton For as true Confeſſion is th 
Way whereby one may enter into thee, hy 
art the Way, whereby we may depart. from. 
"= Impediments, and may return again to 
the 
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the ſame Way, becauſe thou art that iFue 
Way of Life. - 


——— 


% 
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CHAT: Kc: 
What it is to be made nothing. 5 


Will confeſs my Miſery to thee; I will 

confeſs to thee, O thou my Father and 
my Lord, the Maker of Heayen and Earth, 
that ſo I may be admitted to appear before 
thy Mercy: For I am made wholly miſe. 
rable, and I am grown to be a Thing of 
nothing, and I know it not ; for thou art 
Truth and 1 was not with thee. My Ini- 
quities have wounded me, and I was not 
troubled thereat; for thou art Life and I 
was not with thee. : 
They brought me to nothing becauſe I 
was not with thee, who art the Ward aubere- 
by all Things were made, and without it no- 
thing, and therefore did I become nothin 
without thee; for that is nothing which leac 
to nothing. All Things are made by him, 
whatſoever are made; and what Kind of 
_— - Things were they? God ſaw 
_ . Gen. 1. all thoſe Things which he made, 

and they were very good, All 

Things which are made were roads by the 


On 
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Word, and whatſoever, Things were made 
by that Word are very good. Why are they 
good, in regard that all Things are made by 
the Word, and without it nothing is made? 
Becauſe nothing is good without a Participa- 
tion of that ſovereign Good: But Sin is 
there, where that Good is not, and for that 
Cauſe it is even nothing; for Evil is no- 
thing but a privation of Good, as Blindneſs 
is no other Thing but a privation of Light: 
Sin therefore is nothing becauſe it is made 
without the Word, without which nothing 
is made; and that is Sin or Evil which is 
deprived of that Good, whereby all Things - 
are made which have any Being. But now 
thoſe Things which are not are not made by 
him, and conſequently they are nothing 3 
therefore thoſe Things are Evil which are 
not made, "becauſe all Things which are 
made are made by the Word, and all Things 
which are made by the Word are good. 
| Since therefore all Things are made by the 
Word, 'Sin is not' made by it ; and therefore 

it remains, that all Things which are not 
made be not good, for as much as all Things 
which are made be good, and therefore thoſe _ 
Things are Evil which are not made, and 
therefore they: nothing, becauſe nothing 
is made without the Word; Sin therefore is 
nothing, becauſe it is not made. But then, 
how is it Evil, if it be nothing? . 
Nl 4 en e 
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Evil is a \ privation of that Good, whereby 
that which is made is good. 

To be therefore without the Word is to 
be Evil, which, yet is not properly to be, 
becauſe nothing is without it. But what is 
it to be ſeparated from the Word? If thou 


deſire to know this, learn firſt what this 


| Word is: The Word of God 
Jobn xiv, ſaith, I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life: To be ſeparated 

therefore from the Word, is to be out of 
the Way, and without Truth and Life; and 
therefore without it is nothing, and there- 
fore it is evil, in being ſeparated from the 
Word, whereby all Things were made very 
good: To be 3 therefore from the 


Word, whereby all N were made, is 


no other Thing than to fail, and to paſs 
from being a Fact to be a Beect, becauſe 
nothing truly is without it. As often there- 
fore as thou departeſt from Good thou 
doſt ſeparate thy ſelf from the Word, be- 
cauſe the Word is good; and ſo thou grow- 
eſt to be nothing, becauſe thou art with- 
out the Word, without which, na is 
made. 

Now therefore, O Lord, ' ok O Toke, 
haſt illuminated me, that 1 might ſee thee: 
1 ſaw thee, and I knew myſelf.; for fo of- 
ten have I grown to be nothing as 1 have 
ſeparated my ſelf from thee and becauſe I 


forgot that Good which thou art, therefore 


did 
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did I grow to be wicked. Woe be to me, 
wretched Man, how came it to paſs that I 
knew not that by forſaking thee I grew to 
be nothing? But why do I aſk, howT 
could be ignorant thereof if I were nothing ? 
We know what it is to be nothing, that it 
is not which is nothing, and that the Thing 
which is not good it not, becauſe it is no- 
thing. If therefore I were not when I was 
without thee, | I was as nothing, and as an 
Idol, which is nothing; which 1 
hath Ears indeed, but it heareth Pſal.cxxxy_ 


not; - Nofirils, but it ſmelleth 


not; Eyes, but it feeth not ; a Mouth, but it 
ſpeaketh not ; Hands, but it feeleth not; F et, 


| but it walketh not; and it hath all the Li- 


neaments of the Parts of a Body, but yet 
without that Senſe which belongeth to them. 


CHAP, VI 
Of the Fall of a Soul by Sin. 


HEN therefore I was without thee 
I was not any Thing, but I was 

nothing, and therefore I was blind, deaf and 
inſenſible, becauſe I diſcerned not that which 
was good, nor ayo:ded that which was ill, 
nor felt the Affliction of my Wounds, va 
8 V, could 
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could I diſcern mine own Darkneſs becauſe I 
was without thee, who art the true Light, 
which illuminateth all Men coming into the 
World. Woe be to me, they bave wound- 
ed me, and I found no Pain by it; they 
have dragged me, and I felt them not. I 
was nothing becauſe I was without that Life 
which is the Word, whereby all Things 
were made. Therefore, O my Lord, and 
my Light, have mine Enemies done with 
me what they would; they have ſtrucken 
me, ſtripp'd me, polluted me, corrupted me, 
wounded me, and ſlain me: and becauſe I 
was departed from thee I grew to be nothing 
without - thee. Alas, my Lord and my 
Life, thou who madeſt me, my Light which 
directeſt me; thou Protector of my Life, 
have Mercy on me and raiſe me. O Lord 
my God, my Hope, my Power, my 
Strength, my Comfort in the 
Pal. xxi. Day of my Tribulation, hehold 
mine Enemies and deliver me: 
Let them cho hate me fiy from before my 
Face; and let me live in thee, by thee : For 
they, O Lord, have played the 
Jobn i. Spies upon me, and having fun 
WF: mee to be without thee they babs 
deſpiſed me: They have divided amongſt 
them thoſe Garments of Virtue wherewith 
thou hadſt adorned me. 
They have trodden me under their Feet, 
they have polluted thy holy Temple with 
the 


e 
3 Fay . 


me to be all deſolate, and even defeated with 
Sorrow of Heart: I followed them being 


thy Word, without which nothing is made, 


the Dregs of Sinvers ; "they have, brought 


blind, and naked, and all ſnared with the 
Cords of Sinners ; they drew me after them 
in a round, from one Vice to another, from 
one Filth to another, and I went without all 
Courage before the Face of others who were 
driving me. I was a Slave, yea and I loved 
my Servitude ; I was blind, and I defired 
to be ſo; I was bound, and I hated not my 
Chains, I believed that ſweet was bitter 

and bitter ſweet ; I was miſerable and Knew 
it not; and all this becauſe I was without 


by which all Things are conſer ved, and 
without which all Things are annihilated: 
For as all Things are made by it, and no- 
thing without it, ſo by it are all Things 
whatſoever conſerved, whether they be in 
Heaven or in Earth, or in tht Sea, or in any 
deep Abyſſe. Nor doth any one part of a 
Stone; nor of any other Creature, adhere 
to any other part thereof, but only ſo far 
forth as they are conſerved. by the Word, 
whereby all Things are made: Let me 
therefore adhere to thee, O Word, that 
thou mayelt conſerve me ; for as ſoon as L 
departed from thee I had utterly periſhed in 
myſelf, but that thou, who hadſt me once, 
didſt vouchſafe to make me yet again. 

finned, and thou diſt viſit me; r 


\ 
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thou didſt raiſe me; I was ignorant, and 


thou didſt teach me; I was blind, and thou 
didſt illuminate me. | 


E „ „„ — — — In 
3 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the manifold Aae of A 
mighty God. 


Eclare to me, 0 my God, how much 
I, miſerable Creature, am bound to 
thee: Declare. to me how much I am ob- 
liged to praiſe thee, and make me ſee how 
much I muſt procure to pleaſe thee. Thun-. 
der down, O Lord, from above with a ſhrill 
and ſteady Voice, into the interior Ear of 
my Heart; teach me and ſave me, and I 
will praiſe thee, who didſt create me when 1 
was nothing, who didit illuminate me when 
I was in Darkneſs, who didſt revive me 
when I was dead, and who haſt fed me from 
my very Youth with all thy good Bleſſings; 
yea, and thou doſt now nouriſh this unprofit - 
able Worm, who is ſtinking and rotting in his 
Sins, with all thy moſt excellent Gifts. 
Open to me, O thou Key of David, thou + 
ewho openeſt, and no Man fhutteth to wohom 
thou opene/t, and who ſhutteſt, and no Man 
openeth to him to whom thou ſhuttefſt ; o- 
pen, 


r 
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pen, I ſay, the Gate of thy Light towards 
me, that I may enter in and ſee, and know, 
and confeſs to thee: with my whole Heart, 
becauſe thy Mercy towards me is great; 
and thou haft drawn my Soul. out of that 
lower Hell. O Lord ny God., how admirable 
and Praiſt-worthy is thy Name throughout the 
 ewhole World? And what is Man that thou 
ay be mindful of him, or the Son of | 

an that thou ſhouldeft wvifit him? O Lord. 
thou Hope of thy Saints, and thou Tower 


of their Strength; O God, thou Life of 


my Soul, whereby I live, and without 
which I die ; thou Light of mine Eyes, by _ 
which I ſee, and without which I am 
blind; thou Joy of my Heart, and thou 
Delight of my Spirit, 1 beſeech thee that I 
may love thee with my whole Heart, and 
with my whole Mind: and even with all the 
very Bowels of my Affection, fince thy ſelf 

was the firſt in loving me 
And how came I to obtain this Favour at 
thy Hands, O thou Creator of the Heavens, 
and of the Earth, and of that deep Abyſs, 
thor who haft no need of any Thing which is 
mine? Whence came I to be ſo happy, as 
that thou ſhouldeſt carry Love to me? © 
thou Wiſdom which openeſt the Mouths of 
dumb Men; O thou Word whereby all 
Things were made, open thou my Mouth, 
endue me with the Voice of Praiſe, that I 
__ recount all thoſe Benefits which thou, 
B 8 Lord 
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O Lord, haſt beſtowed on me from thy 


innin 

For — iP I am upon no other Given 
but only that thou haſt created me, and that 
thou wouldeſt create me and number me oat 
in the Multitudes of thy other Creatures, 
thou didſt pre-ordain from all Eternity, be- 
Fore thou made any Thing; in that wo 
"of the World," before thou didſt extend 
ſpread the Heavens abroad, neither yet * 
there any Abyſs of the Sea, nor badſt thou 
made the Earth, ner laid a Foundation for the 
Mountains, neither yet had the Fountains bro- 
ken forth.: Before all theſe Things, I ſay, 
which thou madeſt by thy Word, thou didſt 
foreſee by the molt certain Providence of 
thy Truth, that I was to be thy Creature, 
and thou wert reſolved that I ſhould be ſo. 
And whence grew this Benefit to me, O 
thou moſt benign Lord, moſt high God, 
moſt-merciful Father, moſt puiſſant, and 
withal for ever meek Creator ? What Me- 
rits were there of mine? What Means was 
there to make me ſo acceptable, that it 
ſhould be pleaſing in the fight of thy migh- 
ty Majeſty to create me? 1 had no Being 
from all Eternity, and thou madeſt me 
ſomewhat of nothing. 

But what kind of Thing didſt chou make 
me? Not ſome Drop of Water; not ſome 
Spark of Fire, not ſome Bird, ſome Fiſh, 
ſome —_— or wy other "unreaſonable 


/ 


ä ' N OS = a 
N * * 
— 
|; RE x 


/ St. Auguſtin. Ip | 
the Creature, not ſome Stone, or Piece of 

| Wood; not any Thing of that Kind which 
only hath a Being, or of that other Kind, 
which hath not only a Being but Growth, 
and Senſe; but beyond them all, thou wert 
pleaſed that 1 ſhould be of them that have 
2 Being, becauſe I am; and of them who 
have a Being and increaſing, | becauſe I. ans 
and grow; and of them which are, which 
grow, and which feel, becauſe I am, 1 
grow, and [ feel : And thou haſt created me 
little inferior to the Angels, becauſe I have 4 


50 received a Power of knowing thee, which is 
* common between them and me: But yet 1 
dit ſaid well, in ſaying that it was a little infe+ 
of rior; for they have that happy Knowledge 
ſe, of thee by expreſs Viſion, whereas I have it 


(o, bat by Hope; they have it Face 10 Face, 
O and I but by a Glaſs as' in a Cloud; they 
d, have it perfectly, and I but partly. 
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be but little inferior to the Angels, whom 
thou, O Lord, doſt vouchſafe to crown 
with the Crown of Hope, which is adorned 
with Honour and Glory ; whom thou doſt 
exceſſively honour as thy Friends, and as 
Perſons who are every way Equals and Peers 
of the Angels: Vea and thy Truth ſaith 
this, for they are equal to the Angels, and 
they are the Sons of God. And what are 
they but Sons of God if they be equal to 
Angels: They ſhall indeed be Sons of God, 
becauſe the Son of Man is made the Son of 
God. When therefore I conſider this, I 
am bold to ſay, that Man is not ſomewhat 
tejs than the Angels; nay, he is not only e- 
qual to the Angels, but ſuperior to them, 
becauſe Man is God, and God is a Man, 
and not an Angel: And therefore I will ſay, 
that: Man is the moſt worthy: Creature, be- 
' _ [cauſe the Word which was in 
Fobn i. the Beginning. God, with God, 
Cen. i. the Word whereby God ſaid, 
Let Light be made, and Light 
was made; (that is the Angelical Nature) 
the Word whereby God created all Things 
in the Beginning; the ſame Word was made 
Fab and dæeuelt among ſt us, and ab + a 


feen his Glery. 


-* Behold the Glory wherein I glory, when 
I glory as I ought ; behold the Joy where- 
with | joy, when 1 3 7 1 ought. O 
Lord my God, my Life, and the entire 
0 | Glory 


. 
* 
- 


Glory of my Soul. I-confeſs to thee, O 
Lord my God, that when thou didſt create 
me capable of Reafon, thou didſt in ſome 
reſpect make me equal to the Angels, be- 
cauſe. I may be perfected by thy Werd ſo 
far, as that I may arrive to an Equality 
with the Angels, and that I may have the 
Adoption of thy Sons hy thy a begotten 
Word, O Lord, by that beloved Sen of 
thine, in awhom thou art well pleaſed ; by 
that only Son and Heir, who is co eternal 
and conſubſtantial with thee, which is Feſas 


Chriſt our only Lord and Redeemer, our 
Illuminator and Comforter, our Advocate 
with thee, and the Light of our Eyes, who 
is our Life, our Saviour, and our only 
Hope, who loved us more than himſelf; by 
whom. we have Confidence laid up for us 
with thee, and a firm: Hope and Acceſs in 


coming to thee, becauſe he gaʒ, » 
Power to ſoch as would believe John "ah 28 
in his Name, that they might 


* 


become the Sons of God. + 


Let me ſing Praiſe to thy Name, O Lord, 


Who by creating me according to 


thine Image and Likeneſs, haſt Gen. i. 


ordained me to be capable of ſo 
great Glory as chat may be made thy 


Son. Trees are not capable of this, Stones 
are not capable, nor in fine any of thoſe 
Things Which are moved, or grow in the 
Air, or in the Sea, * on the Earth, becauſe 
3 he 
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he did not give them Power by the Word ta 
become his Sons, ' becauſe they are not ca 

pable of Reaſon : For this Power doth con- 
"iſt in Reaſon whereby we know God; but 
He gave this Power to Men, whom he 
created capable of Reaſon, ' according to his 
own Image and Likeneſs. And l alſo, O 
Lord, am, by thy Grace, a Man, and by 
Grace I may become thy Son, which they 
cannot be. e . | 

From whence came this Favour to me, 
O Lord, thou ſovereign Truth, and thou 
true Sovereignty, and thou who art the Be. 
'ginning of all thy Creatures? Whence came 
this Bleſſing to me that I might become the 
Son of God, which they cannot do ? Thou 
art he who remaineſt for ever, who didſt 
create all Things at once: At once thou 
didſt create Men, and Beaſts, and Stones. 
and the Plants of the Earth; no Merits of 
any of them did precede, no former Privi- 
lege was due to them; for thou didſt create 
them all through thine-own meer Goodneſs, 
and all the Creatures were equal in Merits, 
becauſe none of them had any Merits at 


And how then grew thy Goodnefs to be 
greater towards this thy Creature, whom 
thou haſt made rational, than towards all 
the reſt, which are not endued with Rea- 
fon? Why am not | as all they are, and 
Why are not all they as I am Or why, at 
R | * leaſt, 


the ſame. 
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leaſt, am not I alone like them? What 
Merits were there of mine? What Favour 
was due to me, that thou ſhouldeft create me 
capable of being thy Son, which yet thou 
wouldeſt deny to all them? Far be it from 
me, O Lord, to think that this proceeded 
from any Merits of mine; it was thy only 
Grace, thy only Goodneſs, which made me 


Partaker of the Sweetneſs thereof. Now 


grant me therefore, O Lord, of that Grace 
whereby thou didſt create me of nothing: 
grant me I beleech thee of that Grace, to 
the end that I may be grateful to thee for 


C HAP. IX. 
Of the Omni potency of God. 


THY omnipotent Hand, which is ever 
| one and the ſame, did create the An- 


gels in Heaven and the baſe Worms on 
Earth. and yet thou wert not greater in the 
Creation of the former and leſs in the Crea - 
tion of the latter: For as no other Hand 


but thine was able to create an Angel, ſo 
neither could any Hand but thine create the 


oreſt Worm: As no Hand but thine had 
been able to create the Heavens, ſo could 
BAK. | none 
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none elſe create the lighteſt Leaf of 
Tree: As no Hand but thine could create 
any Body of ours, ſo none but thine could 
make any one Hair of our Heads Either 
black or white: \ 

Thy only omnipotent Hand doth all theſe 
Things, to which all Things are poſſible a- 
like; for it is not more poſhble for it to 
create a miſerable Worm than an Angel, 
nor more impoſſible to extend and ſpread a- 
broad the whole Heaven than one ſingle 
Leaf; nor is it eaſier to frame one Hair of our 

| Heads than to make our whole Body; nor 
Bi is it harder for it to plant and build the 
— 1 Earth upon the Waters, than the Waters 
| N upon the Earth; bat whatſoever be had a 
mind to do, he hath done: As he was pleaſed 
to do both in Heaven and on Earth, and in 
all the deep Abyſſes, ſo hath he framed 
Things, and me amongſt them all, as he 
would and could, and knew them. Thy 
Hand, O Lord, could have made me a 
Stone, or a Bird, or a Serpent, or any o- 
ther Brute Creature ; and thou kneweſt how 
to do it, but thou wouldeſt not, thro” thy 
great Goodneſs to me: Why therefore am I 
not ſome Stone, or ſome Tree, or ſome 
Brute Beaſt, but becauſe thy Goodneſs hath. 
ordained otherwiſe concerning me? And that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo ordain, was not cauſed by 
any 28 Merits of mine. | 


EC. 


CHAP. X. 


of the incomprebenſible Praiſe 
of Goa. 


( 


Hence come this Merey to me, 0 5 


Lord, and whence ſhall I be able to 
et Power, where with I may be able to 
raiſe thee ; for as thou madeſt me without 

me, according to thine own good Pleaſure, 
ſo art thou praiſed in thy ſelf, as thou 5 
pleaſed beſt, without me. Thy praiſe O 

Lord, is thy very ſelf, Let all — Works 
2 thee, according to the Multitude of 
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greatneſs : Thy praiſe O Lord, is in- 5 


n It is not comprehended by 
the Heart, nor to be meaſured by the Mouth, 

nor received by the Ear; For the/e things 
paſs on away, but thy praije O Lord, remains 
or ever. The Cogitation of Man begins, 
and his C itation ends, the Voice ſounds, and 
the Voice ſpires; the Ear hears, and leaves 
off to hear; but thy praiſe endures for ever. 
Who is therefore he that ſhall praiſe thee ? 
What Man ſhall be able to announce thy 


| > ora Thy praiſe is not tranſitory, it is 


ternal. 

He praiſeth thee, who believes thee to be 
thine own. praiſe. He praiſeth thee, who 
knoweth, that he can never arrive to _ 

_ 4nce 


— 


— wv 


nene 
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thee enough. Thy praiſe is everlaſting, and 
doth never paſs. In rhee is our praiſe, and 
in thee ſpall my Soul, be praiſed. It is not 
we who praiſe thee ;. but it is thou who 
praiſeſt thy ſelf by thy ſelf, and in thy ſelf; 

and we alſo have'our praiſe i in thee. * Then 
have we true praiſe when we have praiſe 


from thee, when light approveth lighe; for 
thou, O true Praiſe; doſt impart true praiſe ; 


= 


but as often as we ſeek praiſe from any o- 


ther but thee, ſo often do we loſe thy praiſe, 
becauſe that other is tranſitory, but thine, 
eternal, If we ſeek that praiſe that is tran- 
fitory, we ſhall loſe the praiſe which is E- 
ternal. If we deſire that which is eternal, 
let us not love that, which is tranſitory. 

O thou eternal Praiſe, O thou my Lord 


| ad my God, from whom all Praiſe pro-. 


ceedeth, and without whom there is no praiſe. 
J am not able to praiſe thee without thee; 
but let me poſſeſs thee, and I ſhall praiſe 
thee. For who O Lord, am I, that of my 
ſelf, I ſhould be able to praiſe thee? Duſt 
and Aſhes I am ; a dead and ſtinking Dog 1 
am. I am a very Worm, and putrefaction 
itſelf. Who am I, that I ſhould praiſe 
thee," O thou moſt M ighty Lord, and thou 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſh who inhalt. 
zeſt Eternity? Shall Darkneſs be able to 


praiſe Light, or Death Life? Thou art Light, 
and I am Dark neſs; thou art Life, and I 


DE. Shall Vanity be able to praiſe 
Truth? 
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Truth ? Thou art Truth, but Iam a Man, 


as vain as Vanity it ſelf. How then, O 


Lord, ſhall I be able to praiſe thee ? Shall 
my Miſery be able to praiſe thee ? Shall 
Stinks be able to praiſe pretious Odours ? 


Shall the Mortality of a Man, who is here 


To day and will be gone To morrow, be 
able to praiſe thee ? Shall Man who is Rot- 
tenneſs it ſelf, be able to praiſe thee and the 
Son of Man, who is no better than a baſe | 
Worm ? Shall he be able to praiſe thee, 


Lord, who is conceived, and born and bred | 


up in Sin? 


O Lord my God. let thy incomprehenſi- 


ble Power, let thy Wiſdom which cannot be 


circumſcribed, and let thy Goodneſs which 
cannot be declared, praiſe thee. Let thy 
ſupereminent Clemency, thy ſuperabundant 


Mercy, and thy ſempiternal Virtue, and Di- 


vinity praiſe tbee. Let thy moſt Omnipo- 
tent Fortitude, thy ſupreme Benignity, and 
Charity, whereby thou didſt create us O 
Lord, thou God of my Soul, praile thee. 


; 


CHAP. 
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- - CHAP. Xl, 


Of the. Hope, which is to be erefted 
_- towards G. 

UT 1, who am thy Creature, repofios 
under the Shadow of thy Wings, wi 

hope in thy Goodneſs, whereby thou didſt 


create me. Aſſiſt thy Creature, who was 


created by thy Benignity ; let that not pe. 
riſh through my Malice, which hath been 
wrought by thy Goodneſs Let not that 
periſh by my Miſery, which hath been 
framed by thy Mercy; for what doth it 
profit thee to have created me, if I ſhall de- 
ſcend ro hell through mineown Corruption ? 
For haſt thou, O Lord, in vain made all the 
Sons of Men? Thou haſt created me, O 
Lord, and therefore govern that which thou 
Haſt created. Do not, O Lord, deſpiſe tht 
Work of thine own Hands. Thou madeſt mie of 
nothing, and if thou doſt not govern me, Q 


Lord, I ſhall again return into my nothing. 


For as once I was not, O Lord, and then 
thou madeſt me of nothing; ſo if thou doſt not 
overn me, yet once again, I ſhall of my 
elt be reduced to Nothing. i 
Help me, O Lord, my Life, and let me 


not periſh in my Wickedneſs. - If thou 
Badſt not created me, O Lord, I had not 


been; 


been, an 3 hs didſt create me, 1 | 
hold I am; hut if nay chou do not govern 
me, hehold I am no more: For they were not 
my Merits, nor any Privilege of 1 7 
could compel thee to ęreate wit, but 
Kay n Bounty and Clemnivey ; 
that Charity . of thine, O Lord my God, 
which compelled thee'to ereate me, let that. 
I beſeech thee, oblige: thee to govern me: 
For what doth it profit me that thy Charity 
conſtrained thee to create me, if now 1 
riſh in my Miſery, and if thy right Hand 
do not perfect me? Let that Mercy compel. 
thee, O Lord my God., to fave that which 
thou haſt created, which compelled thee to 
ereate that which thou hadſt not created: 
Let Charity overcome thee to make thes 
fave, which overcame thee to make thee 
create, becauſe now that Charity is not leſs 
than it was z for that very Charity is thy. 
very ſelf, who art the ſame for ever. Thy 
Hand, O Lord, is not ſo ſhortened as that 
it cannot ſave us, nor is thine Ear out of 
tune that it cannot hear us; but my Sins 
have made a Diviſion betwixt thee and meg 
between Light and Darkneſs, between the 
Image of Death and Life, between Vanity 
and ruth, between this lunatic inconſtant 
Life of mine, and thine he: 15 "OY of 
no 3 or End. wu 
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-» Of the Snares of Concupiſcence. | 
"Heſe- are thoſe Shadows of Darkneſs 
a wherewith J am covered in the Abyſs  ' 
of this dark Priſon, where 1 lye proftrate 
till fuch time as the Day may dawn, and 
rhe black Shadows be removed. and till Light 
be made in ibe Firmament of thy Power. Let 
tbe Voice of our Lord in Power, the Voice of 
eur Lord in Magnificence, ſay thus, Let Light 
be made, and let Darkneſs be driven away z 
and let the Earth appear dry, and fprout forth 
Freſh and green Plants, which may bring forth 
Seed, and the good fruit of the Fuftite of thy 
Kingdom + 2 N an 2 
O Lord, our Father and our God, thou 
Light whereby all Things live, and with 
out which all Things are accounted for dead, 
do not leave me in my wicked Thoughts; 
and do not continue me in the Pride of 
mine Eyes; take from me all Concupi- 
ſcenee, and deliver me not over to have an 
wreverent and unbridled Mind, but poſſeſs 
thou my Heart, that it may be ever think- 
ing upon thee. Illuminate mine Eyes that 
tiey may ſee thee, and let them not be 
vainly extolled in thy fight, whe art eternal 
cy | Glory, 


"lp Az. Wy 


Glory, but let them have humble Thoughts, 
and not be employed upon certain wonders 
ful Things which are oo high ; let them 
| behold thoſe Things which are on the right 
Hand, and not'thoſe which are on the left 


| Hand, Which are diſliked by thee; and let 


thine Eyelids point out the Steps which I am 


to make; for even thine Eyelids ds txamine 


the Sins of Met. 
Diſpatch away and deſtroy my Concupi- 


ſcence, by that Sweetne/s of thine whith thou 


|. baſt laid up for ſuch as fear thee, that l may 
| covet thee with an everlaſting Concupi- 
ſcence, leſt otherwiſe the interior Guſt of 


my Soul, being enticed and deceived by vain 


Objects, may eſteem ſweet to be bitter, and 
bitter ſweet, Darkneſs to be Light, and 


Light Darkneſs ; that I may be delivered 
out of the midſt of ſo many Pitfalls, which 
are ſpread every where by the Enemy over 
the Face of this Way wherein we walk, 
for the taking of Sinners Souls, whereof the 
whole World is full; which one who law 
would not paſs over in filence, 

but ſaid, For whatſoever is in 1 {pos i 
the N. wid i is either Concupiſcence 

of the Eyes. Concupiſcence of the Fleſh, ov 
Pride of Life. Behold, O Lord my G04. 
bow all the World is full of the Snares of 
Concupiſcence, which they have prepared 
for my Feet: And who ſhall be able to 
_ * Snares ? It muſt certainly be he 


C 2 from : 
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from whom thou ſhalt wu taken the Pride 
of his Eyes, that the Coneupiſcence thereof 


may not catch him, and from whom thou 


ſhalt have taken the Concupiſcence of the 
Fleſh, leſt he be taken by it, and from 
whom thou ſhalt have taken an irreverent 
and unbridled Mind, leſt Pride of Life ſhould 
crattily deceive rag O bow happy is be 
to whom thou vouchſafeſt theſe Things, for 
he ſhall paſs on in Safety. 

And now, O my Redeemer, 1 beſeech 
thee by thy (elf, alp me, that 1 may not 
be caſt down i in the ſight of mine Enemies, 
being enwrapped in thoſe Snares which they 
have prepared for my Feet, that ſo they 
may oppreſs my Soul; but deliver me, 0 

thou Strength of my Salvation, leſt elſe 
mine Enemies, who hate. thee, may con- 

temn and deride me, Riſe wp, - 

P/al. Ixvii. O Lord my God, O thou Wow 
© Champion of mine, and bt mine 
Enemies be diſperſed, and let them who hate 
thee be made to fly from before thy Face : 4. 

Wax diſſolvetb in Preſence of the Fire, jo 
let Sinners perifo before thy Face. And as for 
me, let me be hidden up in that Secret of thy 
 Countenance, and let me rejoice with thy 
Children, being ſatisfied with all gocd 
Things. And Ses O Lord God, the Fa- 
ther of Orphans, and the Mother of thy 
Pupils, hearken to the laud and woſul Cry 
of thy Children, and n abread thy 

4 | in 


/ 
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Wings, that we may fly under them from 
the ac of the Enemy, O ehou Jaber f the 
Strength of Iſrael, who doft not flumber nor 
| fletp whilſt thou krepef Iſrael; becauſe the E- 
nemy who impugneth Roy doth neither 
llamber nor . | 52 | 
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0 the Miſery of Mrs, and th 
o Benefits of G 30d. | a 


Light, which no other Light doth 
ſee; O Brightneſs, which no other 
| Brig htneſs can diſcern: O Light, which 
obſcureth all Light: O Brightneſs, which 
blindeth all a Brightneſs : O Light, from 

Which all Light, O Reigbmmeſe, fro from which 
all other Brightneſs grows: O Light, in 
reſpect of which all Light is Darkneſs, and 
all Brightneſs Blackneſs: Light, in whoſe 
Preſence, all Obſcurity 1s bright, -and all 
Darkneſs light: Sovereign Light, which no 
Cloud can over ſhadow; - and no dark Miſt 
make dull, and no Fog obſcure, which no 
. Cloſe Priſon ſhutterk up, and which no Sha- 
dow can ſeparate : Light who- illumi- 
nateſt all Things, all together, once and e- 
ver: O ſwallow me up, I beſeech thee, into 


. 
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that Abyſs of thy Clarity, that I may on 
all Sides ſee thee, in thee, and myſelf in 
thee, and all Things under thee. 

Do not forſake me, and let not the Sha - 
dows of mine Ignorance increaſe, and my 
Sins be multiplied. Without thee all 
Things are Darkneſs ; to me all Things are 
evil, becauſe there is nothing good without 
thee, who art the true, the only, and the 
ſovereign Good. This I confeſs, and this I 
know, O Lord my God, that whereſoever 
Jam without thee it goeth ill with me, not 
only without me, but even within me allo ; 
for all Abundance whatſoever, which is not 
my God, 1s but mere ry to me: Then 
ſhall 1 be ſatisfied, wwhen thy Glory ſhall ap- 
| pear. And thou, O Lord, who art my 
very Life of Beatitude, grant that I may 
confeſs my Miſery to thee, from the Time 
that the Variety of temporal Things did dif 
fipate and divide me, when I fell thro' the 
Treachery of my carnal Senſes from thee, 
who art that Unity of Goodneſs, that · one 
| ſovereign Good; and it divided me from 
that one, amongſt many Things; and I 
grew thereby into a laborious kind of Abun- 
dance, and a copious kind of Want, whilſt 
I-would be ſeeking after this and that, and 
was ſatisfied with nothing ſo long as I found 
not in myſelf that incommutable, and fingu- 
lar, and undivided one Good ; which hav- 
ing once obtained, I need WW 
| | I 


ys] 
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a for nothing ; and which poſſeſſing 
the Deſire of my whole Soul n 
— 8 
x Moe is me, what Miſery is this upon! + 
Miſery, when the wretched Soul flies- from 
thee, with whom it might ever abound and 
rejoice, and when it followeth the World. 
by Means whereof it is ſtill in Want and; 
Pain? The World calls me after it, and I 
faint in following it: Thou calleſt me, O. 
Lord, and I am all refreſhed. by thee, and 
I am ſo perverſely miſerable as to fol- 
that which makes me faint, rather chan \ 
that which refreſheth me. :- 
This is ditectly the Infirmity which L 
am ſubject to: O cure it, thou Phyſician of 
Souls, that I may confeſs to thee, (O thou 
Salvation of my Soul, with my whole Heart), 
all that Abundance of thy Benefits wheres 
with thou haſt ted me fo my very: Youth, 
and wherewith thou wilt feed me tovthe 
Extremity of my old Age. 1 beſeech thee, 
by thy ſelf, that thou forſake me not. 
Thou didſt make me when 1 was not, thou 
didſt redeem: me when I was loſt ; for loſt I 
was, and dead, and to him who was dead 
thou didſt deſcend, 2 tookeſt Mortality 
upon thee; nay, thy ſelf being a King, 
thou didſt deſcend to = Slave, and ta re- 
deem that Slave thon didſt deliver up thy 
ſelf: That I might live, thou undertookkeſt 


rer r 
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pulling down thy ſelf, thou didſt raiſe 8 
up: 1 periſhed; I was ſold away, and thou 


cCameſt down to redeem me; and thou àidſt 


love me ſo much, as to buy me wick dhe 
Price of thine-own Blood. 

O Lord thou didſt love 2 
thy felf, ſince thou didſt reſolve to die for 


me: By ſo coſtly a Bargain; and at ſo hi 
a Price thou didſt reduce me 92 


ment, thou didſt redeem me from Servitade, 


thou didft retire me from Puniſhment; thou 
didſt call me in thy Name, thou didſt mark 


me dt with chy Blood, that the Memory 


of thee might for ever ſtand before me, and 
that my Heart might never recede from him 
who did not retuſe the Croſt for me. Thou 


didſt andint me with chat Oil which belong- 
ed in chief to thy ſelf, that as thou art 
Chriſt, fo from thee { might be called a 
Chriſtian; and in thy Hands thou haſt writ- 


ten me, that thou mighteſt have a continüal 
Memory of me with thee, upon Condition 
that the continual Rea of tice. Wa be 
Kill with me. 

Thus hath ay Grave and Mende ave 
prevented me for thou, O my Deliverery 
haſt often freed me from many and great 
Dangers; when I wandered, thou brought; 
eſt me back to the Way; when 1 was igno- 


rant, thou didſt teach me; when I unnedy 


chou diaft reproye me; when I was in Sor- 
N thou datt relieve me ij when I. was in 
Deſpwr 


r 
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Deſpair , thou didſt comfort me; When 
1 fell, thou didſt raiſe me; when I 


food, thou, heldeſt me; when I walked; 


thou didſt lead me; when I ſlept, thou didſt 


| arch me; and when 1 cried out to thee, 


e. ids You ha 


CHAP. XIV. Fe 


That God. doth confuler the Works 
and Purpoſes of Mankind with's 
be Attention. | 


Lord, .my God. and the (He 1 wy 

Soul, thou haſt imparted; theſe and 
many other Benefits to me, whereot it would 
be a dear Fhipg for me to be ever ſpeaking, 
ever thinking, and eve giving Fhanks, 
that I might for ever praiſe and love thee 
for. all thy good Bleſſings, with mn ub 
Heart, my, whoie Soul, my whole Mind, and 
my hoe. Sgrengib, and with all the, very 
Marrow and the moſt intimate Parts of my 
Affection, and with all the Parts and-Pow- 


ers of my whole Man, O Lord my God. 
who art the happy Sweetueſs of all them 
who are fig in thee. But 

thine Eyes lade hen. my Imper-. Pl cxxxviii 
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feftions : Thoſe Eyes, I ſay, of thine, 

which are far brighter than the 
Viſ. xi. Sun, looking down round a- 


bout at eaſe, upon the Ways 
of Men, and upon the profound Aby ſa, 


and they do every where contemplate both 


the good and bad; for as thou doſt pre- 
ſide over all Things (thou being all for e- 
ver, preſent every where, and taking parti - 
cular Care of all theſe Things which thou 
haſt created, becauſe thou hate none of them 
which thou haſt made) ſo alſo doſt thou 
conſider ail my Paſſes and Steps, and doſt 
ever keep a watchful Guard over me Day 
and Night, and, like a perpetual Centinel, 
doſt diligently note my Ways, as if thou 
hadſt forgotten all the whole World of thy 
other Creatures, both in Heaven and Facts, 
and didſt nor care for the reſt. 

For neither would the Light of wine 
own unchangeable Sight increaſe in thee, 
tho* thou ſhouldſt behold but any one only 
Thing; neither is it diminiſhed, although 
thou beholdeſt divers and innumerableT hings; 
for as thou doſt perfectly and at once conſi- 
der any one Thing, by one only act of ſee- 
ing, 1o doth thy whole Sight moſt perfect - 
ly. and that at once, behold the Whole of 


every particular _ how different ſoe- 


ver they be amongſt themſelves ; ard as it 
'conſidereth all, 10 it conſidereth one, and as 
any one, ſo every one, and all of chem at 


once 
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once doſt thou conſider, without any Divi- 
ſion, or Change, or Diminution ; there - 
fore all thou in all Time, without Time, 

doſt conſider all me at once, and chat conti. 

mually, as exactly as if thou hadſt nothing 
elſe to conſider: And ſo therefore doſt thou 
ſtand in guard of me, as if thou wouldeſt 
attend to me alone, and didſt forget all the 
reſt; for thou doſt ever ſhew thy ſelf to be 
preſent, and if thou find me ready, thou 
doſt ever offer thy ſelſ alſo ready: Whither- 
ſoever I go, O Lord, thou forſakeſt me 
not, unleſs I be the firſt to forſake thee :; 
wherefoever I be thou departeſt not away, 
for thou art every where; and whereſoever 
I go I ſhall find thee} By what Means 
may I be kept from periſhing without thee, 
{ince without thee 1 cannot be at alld - -- 
I confeſs that whatſoever I do, whether 
it be little or much, I do it all in thy Pre, 
 Tence, and whatſoever that be, thou ſeeſt it 
better than myſelf; for whatſoever I do, 
thou fndeſt thy (elf preſent there, as a per- 
petual Spectator of all my Cogitations, In- 
tentions. Delectations and Operations. 0 
Lord. all my Deſires and Thoughts are ever 
Sanding before "thee. Thou difcerneſt, O 

Lord, whonce the Spirit tomes, where it ir. 

1 RG goes ; for thou art the Pon- 

wh n, h eigher out of all Spirits, and 

whi h Pra Root be ſweet or bitter from 
nien dne & 3 Leaves of our Actions are 
=o ſens 
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ſent out, thou. as an internal Judge, dof 
know beſt ; yea abd thou doſt pry moſt 
ſabtilly into the moſt! ſeeret Parts and Pith 
of thoſe very Roots, and doſt not only ob- 
ſerve, and number, and contemplate, and 
keep account of the Intention, by the moſt 
exquifite Truth of thy Light, but allo. of 
the moſt profound and hidden Sap of that 
Root, to the end that thou maytſt repay to 
every one, not only according to their 
Works, or them exprels Intention, but allo 
according to that interior and original, Spi- 
rit of the Root of their Actions, from whence 
the Intention of him that | worketh+ doth 


To whatſoever I tend, when I work, 
whatſoever I think, in whatſoever 1 am de- 
lighted, thine Ears hear me, thine Eyes ſeę 
me and conſider me: Thou doſt mark, and 
judge, and note, and write in thy Book. 
whether it be good or bad, to the end that 
afterward thqu mayeſt render either Rewards 
for that which is good, or Tarments for 
that which is evil; When thy Books ſhall 
be opened, all, Soul: Wall be judged accord - 
ing to thoſe Things which ſhall be written 
in thoſe Books, And this, perhaps, is that 
| Which thou didſt already ſay 
New. xx. to us, 1 will. confider the laft of 
Wers thoſe Men; and that alſo which 
& ſaid of thee, O Lord, He confuzeseth. the 

E of all Men, For thou, O Lord, doſt. 
ay” in 
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in an Things Which we do, möôre attend to 

the End of our Intention, chan to the AQ ot 
our Operation. 

Ai when I Gangder thoſe Things ith 

y. O Lord my God, who, art ſo terrible 

150 Ly of Strength, Tam alike confoutided 


between great Fear and Shame; for a migh- 


ty. Neceflicy is impoſed upon us of living | 
with Rectitude and Juſtice, who do all the 
Things which we do before the Eyes 4 * 
Jody who lech = * 


1 
* 


DDs 
* 
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OR Mans Biinſelr can dv bet 
uit bout divine Grace. , 


Thou moſt mighty and omnippbent 
God, the God uf the Spirits of all Flip 
— Eyes are over all the Ways of the 
Sons of Adam, from the Yay of their-Nati- 
vity to that other of their Death, to the 


end that thou may eſt reward every one of 
them according to their Works, whether 
they be good or bad, teach me how I may 
confeſs my Poverty to thee: For once I ſaid 
that I was rich. and that I wanted nothing, 
and 1 did aot know che while that indeed 


1 was 
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1 was poor and naked, and a Rev. ith. |: 
miſerable Wretch: I believed Ks 
that I was ſomewhat, when yet indeed I 
was mazes bþ told myſelf that I would 
become wiſe, and I turned ſtark Fool: I 
thought myſelf to be prudent, but I was 
deceived ;.and now I ſee that all is thy Gift, 
without whom we can do no- 
thing x for =ale/+ then, O Led Henri. 
heep the City, be watcheth but 
in vain who pretends ta keep it. 
Thou haſt taught me thus to know thee, 
whilſt thou didft leave me for a while and 
prove me:; not that thou mighteft know 
me thereby, but for my ſake, that ſo L 
might come (to know myſelt : For (as I 
was ſaying, O Lord) I thought once that I 
had been omewhat of m xſelf, I conceived: 
once that I have ſufficed for myſelf, nor did 
I diſcern that thou wert he that governed 
me, till thou didſt a little withdraw thy felt: 
from me, and then preſently I fell; "aj fo. 
I faw and knew that thou didſt govern me, 
and that it was of myſelf that I fell, and. 
thar | it was of thee that I roſe again. 
Thou, O Light, didſt open mine Eyes, 
and didſt rouſe me up and illuminate 1 
and I ſaw; that the Life of Man | 
upon Earth is all Temptation, Job vii. 
and that no Fleſh muſt preſume 
to glory before thee, x ae fo no Man living can 
* Inifud « For if there be any 1 in. 


bim. 
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him, whether it be great or little, thy Gift 
it is, and nothing is ours but that which is 
naught. Of what therefore ſhall any Fleſh 
be to vaunt? Shall he glory in Sin 
This is not Glory, but Miſery: May be 
glory in that which is good? No; for he 
may not glory in that which belongeth to 
another. Thine, O Lord, is the Good, 
and thine muſt be the Glory; for he who 
ſeeketh Glory to himſelf, and not to thee, 
out of the Good be doth, that Man is na 
better than a Thief and a Robber, who had 
a mind to bereave thee of thy Glory ; for 
he who will be niſed for any Gift of 
thine, and. ſeeketh not thy Glory but his 
own therein, although he be praiſed by Men 
for that Gift of thine, yet is he diſpraiſed 
by thee, in regard that he: ſought not ſo 
much thy Glory by it as his own, And 
now he who is praiſed by Men, whilſt thou 
diſpraiſeſt him, ſhall not be deiended by 
Men when thou judgeſt him, nor delivered 
by them when thou condemneſt him. 
But thou, O Lord, who didſt frame me 
in my Mother's Womb, do not ſuffer 'me. | 
to fall under ſo great a Reproof, as that! 
ſſmould be charged with procuring to rob. 
thee of thy Glory. To thee be Glory, of 
whom all good Things are, and to us Con- 
fuſion of Face and Miſery, unleſs thou 
vouchſafe to have Mercy on us: But thou 
hait Aiercy, O Lord, thou haſt Mercy. upon, 
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us all, who bateft none of thoſe Things which 
thou haft made, and who beſtoweſt of thy 
ood Gifts upon us, and doſt enrich us, O 
Tord our God, with thy, moſt excellent 
Graces; for thou loveſt poor Creatures, and 
thou enricheſt them with thy Abyndance ; 
And now behold, O Lord, db ave thy pocr 
Children, ani thy little little Flakk, open thy 
Gates to us, and thy Poor Hall eat und be 
Jatisfied, an they who ſeek thee Gall praiſt 
thee. I do alio know, O Lord; and 1 con- 
feſs (for I am taught to do it by thee) that 
they only who know they are poor, and 
confeſs their Poverty thee, ſhall be en- 
riched by thee; and they Who conceive 
themſelves to be rich, whereas indeed they 
are poor, will be found excluded from thy 
Riches. For my part, therefore, I confeſs 
my Poverty to thee, O Lord my God, 


and let al] Glory remain to thee ; for all 
that which hath been well done by me is 
ane ben e e ee 


O Leek esd bo cher Wet Un hf 


taught me, that I am nothing but an Uni- 


vertality of Vanity, ani a Shadow of Death, 
and a black kind of Abyſs, and a Plot of 


Earth, which is all empty and unfruitful, 
and which moots not up one Leaf without 


thy Bleſſing, and of *itfelt it yields no other 


Fruit than Contuſion, Sin and Death: If 
ever I had any good Thing | received it of 


thee, whatſocver Good I hate now is thine, 
| and 
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and of thee I have it; if ever 1 ſtood faſt 1 
ſtood by thee, but whenſoever 1 fell, of my 
felt I fell; and for ever had I weltered in 
that Mire, if thou hadit not raiſed me 
and for ever had J continued blind. unleſs 
thou hadſt illuminated me: When { ſeil, 1 
had never riſen unleſs thou hadſt reached 
forth thine Hand; and when afterward thou 
didſt raiſe me, I had inſtantly. returned to 
fall wnleſs thou badſt fuſtained me; and 1 
had periſhed very often unleſs thou hadſt 
$oyerned me. Se perpertally, O Lofd, {6 
perpetnally was I prevented by thy Metcy 
and Grace, delivering me from all my Sins, 
aving me from all fuch às are paſt, ſolicit. - 
is me #pAinſt ſuch fs Were preſent, and 
fortifying me 35Amifſt' ſuch as might be f- 
türe; cutting off before my Face" thoſe 
Snares of Sinners, by preventing the Orca. 
Hons and Caules thereof; for unleſs thou 
badlt alſo done this Favour to me, 1 might 
have committed any Sin in the whole 
World; Ahd 1 know, O Lord, chat there 
is no Kind of Sin which any one Man did 
ever commit, Which another Man may not 
alfo commit, if the Help of the Creator, 
whereby Man is made, be Wanting. But 
thou art the Cauſe why I committed them 
Not ; thou didſt command that I ſhould ab- 
ftain from them, and thou didft infuſe thy - 
Grace, that 1 might believe in chee: For 
thou, O Lord, didſt govern me 9 
. 2 
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ſelf, and thou didſt keep me. both for thy 
ſelf and for myſelf, and thou didſt give me 
Light and Grace, to the end that I might 
not commit Adultery and every other Sin. 


- 
1 
ad. 1 1 n 


AL, t. 
Of the Temptations of the Devil. 


HE Tempter was abſent, and thou 

wert the Cauſe that he was abſent ; 
Fit Time and Place for Sin were wanting, 
and thou wert the Cauſe that they were 
wanting, The Tempter was, preſent, and 
neither Time nor Place were wanting, but 
thou didſt keep me from conſenting. © The 
Tempter came to me, all ugly and frightful 
as he is, and thou didſt comfort me ſo far as 
to make me able to deſpiſe him. The 
Tempter came to me all ſtrong and armed, 
and to the end that he might not conquer 
me thou reſtrainedſt him, and didſt ſtrength - 
en me. The Tempter came transfigured 
into an Angel of Light, and to the end that 
he might not deceive me, thou rebukedſt 
him, and thou didſt illuminate me, that 1 
| might know bim; for he is 
Rev. xii. that great and red Dragon, 
{NF that ancient Serpent, and he 18 
called the Devil and Satan, having ou 
4 


PX 


Heads and ten Horns, whoſe ne is 
to inveigle this great huge” Sca, 
avherein tunumerable Creatures P/al. ciii. 
are ftill creeping, Creatures great 


and ſmall: That is to ſay, ſeveral Kinds of | 
, who ſtudy nothing elſe, Day and 


Night, but how they may wall their round, 
ſeeking, whom they may devour, unleſs thou 
deliver them; for this is that 
ancient Dragon, who ſprung 

up firſt in that Paradi/e Plia- 
fare, and who with his Tail draws the third 
Part of the Stars of Heaven after him, and 


Rev. Xii. A 


brings them down to the Earth; he who is 
Poiſon, corrupts the Waters of the World, 
that ſo the Men who drink thereof may die, 


and who tramples upon Gold 


like ſo much dirt, and into Fob xl. 41. 5 


whoſe Mouth the River Jordan 


flows ; and he is grown to that Preſump- 


tion, that now there is none whom he can 
find in his Heart to fear. And who ſhall be 
able to defend us from the cruſhing of his 
Teeth? Who ſhall be able to deliver us out 
of his Jaws but thou. O Lord, who haſt 
broken all the Heads of chat huge Dra- 


Son. . 
Help us, O Lord, and ſpread thy Wings 


over us, that ſo we may fly under them 
from the Face of this Dragon, who. perſe- 
euteth us; and do thou defend us with thy 


\ 
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Shield from the Puſh of his Horns; * | 
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this doth he direct his continual Study, up. 
on this is his chief Deſire employed; that 
he may devour the Souls which thou haſt 


created. And therefore, O my God, we 


cry out to thee, deliver us from this daily 
Adverſary of ours, who, whether we ſleep; 
or wake; or eat, or drink, or whatſoever 
elſe we do, is preſſing upon us by all Means, 
and by many Frauds and Tricks, he is ad 
drefling poiſoned Arrows againſt us, both 
privately and publickly, that ſo he ma 

deſtroy our Souls: And yet, O Lord, 15 
ſtrangely miſerable are we made, as that al- 


though we fer this Dragon continually 


coming towards us, with his Mouth wide 


open, ready to devour us, yet nevertheleſs 


we ſleep, and we are even wanton again in 
our Sloth, as if we were ſecure before him, 


| Who yet covets nothing but our Deſtruc- 


Our Enemy, that he may kill us, is 
eontimually awake, and wants his Sleep; 
and yet we will not ſo much as wake from 
Sleep, that we may defend durſelves. 
Behold he hath ſpread” infinite Snares be- 
Fore our Feet, and he hath Ruffed all our 
Ways with ſeveral Kinds of Gins, whereby 
to catch var Souls; and who then ſhall be 
able to free himſelf? He hath laid Snares in 
Riches and Snares in Poverty, Snares in 
Meat, in Drink. in Pleaſure, in ſleeping 


and in waking, he hath ſpread Snares in 


Words 


s "I 2 
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Words and in Works, and in all our Ways. 
But thou. O Lond, deliver us | 
from the Snares of the Hunter, P/al. xc. 

and from that bitter Word, that RS 

we may conſ4/s to thee, and ſay, Fl. exxiii. 

Bleſſed be aur Lord, who bath r 

wot given us to be @ Prey ta their Teqth. Our 
Soul it deliryered, as a Sparrow might be, out 

of the Hunter's Snare; the Snare ti broken, 
and we are delivered. 


FP © >> 


* 


* 


EHAP. XVI. 
That God is the Light of juſt Per- 


ſons : 


ND thou, O Lord, Who art my 
Light, illuminate mine Eyes, that L 
may ſee and walk in thy Light, and not 
ſtumble upon the Snares of the Enemy: 
For who ſhall be able to avoid ſuch a Mul. 
titude of Snares unleſs he ſee them? And 
who ſhall be able to ſce them, unleſs he be 
illuminated by thy Light? For that Father 
of Darkneſs hides all choſe Snares in his 
own Darkneſs, that all they may be taken 
by thera who are in his Darkneſs, and who ' 
are the Sons of Darkreſs, nos Wer 
| Y 
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thy Light, wherein whoſoever walketh needs 
not fear; for he who walks by Day ſtum- 
bles not, but he tumbles who walks b 

Night, for the Light is not in him. ; 
Thou, O Lord, art Light, thou art the 


Light of the Sons of Light; tho art the 


Sun, which knoweth not what belongs to 
ſetting ; that Day, wherein thy Children 
walk without ſtumbling, and without which 
all they who walk are in Darkneſs, as be- 
ing deſtitute of thee, who art the Light of 


the World. Behold we diſcover. daily, that 


by how much the more any Man is eftran- 
ged from chee, who art the true Light, ſo 
much the more 1htricately is he wrapped up 
in the Darkneſs of Sin ; and how mach the 
more he is in Darkneſs, ſo much the leſs 
can he diſcern the Snares which are ſpread 
for him in his Ways, and ſo by not diſcern- 
ing them, he falleth often into them, and js 
taken by them; and, which deſerves to 
ſtrike us full of Horror, ſuch a Man doth 
not ſo much as know that he is fallen: 
Now he who knows not he hath taken a 
Fall, will care ſo much the leſs to riſe, as 
he ſtill conceiveth that he ſtands. 

But thou, O Lord my God, thou true 
Light of the Mind, illuminate now. mine 
Eyes that J may ſee thee and know. thee, 
and not tumble down headlong in the fight 
of mine Enemies; for this main Adverlary 


of ours doth labour even to cxterminate us 


outright, 


St. Auguſtin. 39 
outright, whilſt we the while beg of thee, 
that thou wilt make him melt 
before our Face, as Wax doth  Pſal. vi. 
mon the approach of Fire: For 

he. O Lord, is that cruel Thief, firſſ 120 
laſt, who took counſel how he might rob 
' thee of thy Glory, but ſo being puffed and 
ſwollen up, he burſt and fell upon 1 Face, 
and thou didſt precipitate him down from 
that holy Hill of thine, and from the midſt _ 
of thoſe bright Stones, in the midſt whereof 
he had once been walking ; and now, 0 
Lord, my God and my Life, he never giv- 
eth ONE to perſecute thy Children ever ſince 
he fell. 

And out of bis Hatred to thes, O mighs 
ty King, he procureth to deſtroy thy Crea- 
ture, which thy omnipotent Goodneſs hath 
created, according to thine own Image, to 
the end that he may poſleſs thy Glory, 
which himſelf loſt by Pride: But cruſh thou 
him to Pieces, O ſtrong Champion, before 
he deyour thy Lambs; and illuminate us, 
that we may diſcern the Snares which he 
hath prepared for us; and make us able to 
eſcape and arrive to thee, O rhou 7 of 
Iſrael, 

Thou beſt doſt know all theſe Di 
thou knoweſt his contentious Spirit, and his 
moſt ſtiff Neck. Nor do I ſpeak of theſe 
Things as pretending to diſcover them to 
thee, wan knoweſt all Things, and ri 
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hom no little Thought can lye hid, but 
make my juſt Complaint againſt this Enemy 
of mine before the Feet of thy Majeſty, that 
ſo thou mayeſt both condemn him and fave 
us thy Children, doboſe Strength thou art. 

This Epemy of ours, O Lord, 1 is full of 


Craft and Shifts z nor can thoſe intricate 


Ways of his be eaſily traced out, vo nor ſo 
much as the Air of his Countenance be diſ- 
cerned by us, unleſs we be illuminated by 


thee: For ſometimes he is here, and ſome. 


times be is there; now he ſhews himſelf 
like a Lamb, and then like a Wolf; now 


Uke Darkness, and then like Light; and 


according to the ſeveral Qualities of Perſons, 
according to the Variety of Times and Pla- 
ces, and according to the momentary Change 
of 't hings, he {vggeſteth ſeveral Temptati- 
ons; for to the end that he may deceive ſad 
People, ke pretends himſelf to be ſad for 
Company; ; to the end that he may delude 
ſuch as are in Joy, be feigns himſelf alſo to 

rejoice; that he may beguile ſuch as are ſpi 


ritual, he trangformeth himſelf into an Angel 


of Lieht ; that he may infinuate himſelf. 


. by that Means cruſh ſuch as are ſtrong, 
e takes the ſemblance ef a Lamb; that he 


may devour ſuch as are meek, he borrows 


the Face of a Wolf: All theſe Things bg 
takes upon him, according to the Similitude 
and Proportion of- the Temptations which 
he means to uſe ; as ſome he frights ith 4 


ned urnai 
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mhFurnal Fear, others by the Arrow which 
flies by Day, others by the Buff. oy 
nejs which walks by Night, o- Pal. xc. 

others - by expreſs Aſſault, and 
others by that Devil of high Noon. © 4 
Now who is he thar can think himſelf a 
Match for this Enemy ſo far as that he may 
ſo much as know him; and who did ever 
reach to the Bottom of his Craft? Who ſhall 
reveal the making of his Garment to us, and 
avhbo ſhall make us Fnow the Walk bi. 
Teeth? Behold he hideth his Arrows in his 
Quiver, and he covers his Snares under a 
ſhew of Light; and ſo he is leſs ſubject to 
be underſtood, unleſs, O Lord, O thou 
Hope of durs, we beg Light from thee, 
whereby we may diſcern all Things; for 
not only doth he ſtrive to deceive us in the 
ſenſual Works of Fleſh and Blood, nor only 
in the Exerciſe of Vice, which is eaſily diſ- 
cerned, but even amongſt our moſt ſpiri- 
tual Actions he hideth certain ſubtil Snares; 
and under the Colour of Virtue he puts on 
Vice, and transfornis himſelf into an Angel 
of Light. Theſe and many other Things, 
O Lord our God, doth this very Son of 
Behal, this Satan, endeavour” to bring a- 
gainſt us; and now as a Lyon, then as a 
Dragon, both manifeſtly and ſecretly, inte- 
riorly and exteriorly, both by Day and 
Night he is laying Trains for us, that ſo he 
may deſttoy our Soul : But thou, O Lord,. 
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deliver us, thou who ſaveſt ſuch as hope in 
thee, that our Enemy may have Cauſe to 


be farry for as much as may concern us; 


but that thou, O Lord our God, 07A be 
praiſed i in us. „ 


f 


A 
— — — —— 20 => vn. 
* 


0 HAP. XVIII. 
Of the Benefirs' of Cod. 


UT let me, the Son of thy Hand. 
maid, who. have commended my ſelf 
into thy Hands, confeſs to thee, O my 
Deliverer, with my whole Heart, in. theſe 
little poor Confeſſions of mine; and Jet me 
call to mind all thoſe good Bleſſings which 
thou haſt vouchſafed to beflow on me from 
my Youth, and in my whole Life: For l 
well know that Ingratitude coth much of- 
fend thee, which is the Root of all {piritual 
Miſchief, and a kind of dry and parching 
Wind which blaſteth all Goodneſs; and it 
mutteth vp the Fountain of divine Mercy 
towards Man, and by this Means both our 
ill Deeds, which were dead, get life again, 
and our good Deeds, which live, do quick. 
ly grow to die, and have no more Life 
afterward. DUNE 
| But 


ces 
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But as for me, O Pord, I will give 
Thanks to thee; let not me, O thou my 
Dekiverer, be ongratefil to'thee, ſince thou 
haſt freed me. | 

How often kad that Dragon even frat. 
lowed me up, and thou, O Lord, didſt 
draw me ont of his Mouth? How often 
have 1 ſtnned, when he was ready to have 
delivered me, bat thou, O Lord my God, 
didſt deſend me? When F did wickedly + 
gainſt thee, when I tranſgreſſed thy Com- 
mandments, he ſtood ready to fnateh me a- 
way into Hell, but rhou torbaddeft him. I 
offended thee, and the while thou defendedft 
me: I did not hour him, and yet thou didft 
preferve me: I departed from thee, and 
made offer of my felf to mine Enemy, bur 
thou didſt fright him ſo as that he ſhould 
not dare to carry me away. 

Tbeſe Benefits didſt thou beſtow upon 
me, O Lord my God, and I, wle 
Creature, knew it not; Full often haſt thou 
freed me from the very Jaws of the Devil, 
and fnatched me out of the Mouth of, the 
Mouth of the Lyon; and full often haſt 
thou brought me back again from Hell, 
though I Was ignorant” thereof; for I de- 
ſcended even towards the very Gates of 
Hell, and thou heldeſt me back from go 
in; I drew near the Gates of Death, _ 
thou. wert the Cauſe why they opened not 
themſelves to receive me: Thou alſo, O my 

e Saviour, 
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Saviour, haſt often delivered me from corpo- 
ral Death, when I was ſubjett to great Sick 
neſs; and when I found myſelf in many 
Dangers by Sea, by Ling,” by Fire, by 
Sword, and many other Ways, thou wert 
eyer delivering me, eyer preſent to me, and 

ever ſaving me with great Mercy: For 
thou, O Lord, didit well know, that if 
Death had then ſeiſed upon me, Hell had 
poſſeſſed my Soul, and I had been amy 
for ever; but thy Mercy and thy Grace, 0 
Lord my God, preyented me, and gave me 
Deliverance from that Death of my Body, 
2 conſequently from the Death of my 
So 

Theſe and many other Benefits didſt thou 
- impart to me, but | was blind, and knew 
them not till I was illaminated by thee ; 
but now, O thou Light of my Soul, 0 
Lord my God, my Lite by which I live, 
and the Light of mine 4 by which 1 
Tee, behold thou haſt illuminated me, and 
now I know thee, and confeſs myſelf to live 
by the Gift of thy Hand, and [ GiveThanky 
to thee ; which though they be mean and 
poor, and full of Diſproportion to thy Be- 
nefits, yet they are the beſt which my Frail- 
ty can afford; for thou alone art my God, 
my benign Creator, who doſt love our Souls, 
and hateſt none of thoſe Things which thou 


haſt made. | 
„ Baehold 


/ St. en 83 
bebold 1, who am the 8 of thoſe 


Au whom thou haft faved (to the end 
dat I may give an Example to others of 
thy moſt benign Pity) will confeſs thy great 
Benefits to me; for thou-haſt ſnatched me 
out of that lower Hell onee; twice and thrice, 
and an huodred and a thouſand times, and 
indeed J was ever tending towards Hell, and 
thou wert ever drawing me back; and thou 
mighteſl july have damned me à thouſand 
times, if thou hadſt been ſo difpoſed, but 
thou whuldeſt nor becauſe thou loveſt Souls, 
O Lord my God; and thou diſſembleſt thy 
ſeeing the Sins of Men, that ſo they may 
come to Penance, and there i is much' Mercy 
in all thy Ways. 

Now therefore I fee theſe Things, 0 
Lord my God, and I Know them by thy 
Light; und my Soul doth even faint, and is 
fick wich Love, upon the Confideration of 
thy great Merey towards me, fince thou 
haſt na ched my Soul out of that lower 
Hell, and haſt brought me back again to 
Lite for I was all plunged in Death, and 
thou haſt revived me all: Let therefore all 
that Which Jean give be thine, and I do 
wWholly effer myſelf up to thee» Let my 
whole Spirit, my whole Heart, my whole 
Body and my whole Life live to thee, O 
thou my ſweet Life; for thou haſt delivered 
me wholly, that thou mightelt poſſeſs me 

P Wholly: 
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ovens thou haſt repaired me all, that s 
again thou 2 55 ve me all. | 
3 me therefore love thee, 0 Lord my 
6 let me love thee, O thou unſpeak- | 
able Exultation of my Soul; let my Life 
live no longer now to me, but let it all live to 
thee; that Life of mine which periſhed by. 
my Miſery, and was raiſed up by thy Mer- 
25 thou who art that merciful God, and 
ull of Pity, and doſt extend in thy Good- 
neſs to thouſands of ſuch as love hy Name: 
Therefore, O Lord my God, and my ſanc- 
tiſier, haſt thou commanded in thy Law, 
| that 1 ſhould love thee with my 
Deut. vi. | whole Heart, with my whole 
Soul, evith my whole Mind, 
with my whale Strength, and. with all the 
Powers I have; yea and with all the moſt 
internal Marraw of all my Affections, and 
his in all the Hours and Moments of my. 
ime, wherein [ am enjoying the Benedic- 
tion of thy Mercies: For I ſhould ever pe- 
riſh, but that thou doſt ever govern me; 3 1 
ſhould ever die, but that thoy doſt ever quic- | 
ken me: And thou doſt oblige me to. thee, 
in every Moment of my Life, fince i in every 
Moment thereof thou imparteſt great * 
hrs to me. | 
As therefore there is no Hour or point of: 
Time in my whole Life wherein 1 feel not 
Benefits from thee, ſo alſo ought there not 
to be a Moment wherein I have thee not 


before. 


n 


"a Ando.”  By-- 
before the Eyes of my Mind, and wherein, 
I may not love thee with my Whole 
ſtrength : But now this I cannot'do unleſs 
thou enable me, to 20hom very bj 
| good Gift belongeth, and every Fames i. 
excellent Grace ic deſcending from 
thee, the lather of Lights, with <ohom there 
is no Tranſmutation * nor Shadow ff Change, 
For it is not of him that willeth, | / 
nor” of him that runnetb, but of "Rom. ix. 
thee whe, pitiei, that we may 
be enabled to love thee. Thine, O Lord, 
is this Gift, of whom every good Thing is. 
Thou commandeſt that thou be beloved. 
give us that which thou commandeſt, and 
tuen command us what thou wilt. 


* 
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0 H A P: XIX. 
of the Fervor of Charity 


Love thee, O my God, and I am ever 
I deũring to love thee more; for really 
tou art more ſweeet than any Honey, more 
nutritive than any Milk, and more clear 
than any Light; therefore art thou dear to 
me, beyond the dearneſs of Gold or Silver, 

or precious Stone: And wnatſoever delight- 


tal Thing 1 had in the World was * 
J 


71 


68 Me Soliognies -_ - 
ſing to me, in Compariſon of thy Sweets | 
neis, and the Order of thy Houft which I 
loved. © O thou Fire which ever burneft, 
and art never quefiched, © thou Love which 
ever boileſt, and never groweſt fo low as to 
be lukewarm; do thou kindle me; let 
me, I fay; be kindled all by th&, and let 
me all love thee, for h loues tbet little æπ 
loves any Thing together with thee, which be 
loves mot for love of thee. Make me love 
thee, O Lord; fince thy Help was the firſt to 
be in love with me. * 
And how or where ſhall I bad any 
Words, whereby 1 may unfold the Notions 
which I have of thy Love to me, in thy 
vouchſafing to afford me thoſe innumerable 
Benefits, under which thou haſt trained me 
up from the Beginning * For after the Be- 
nefit of the Creation, when in the Begin- 
ning thou didſt make me of nothing, after 
thine own Image, doing me Honour, and 
exalting me beyond the reſt of thy Creatures 
which thou madeſt, and ennobling me with 
the Light of thy Countenance, which thou 
didſt tamp upon the Ground-worlk of my 
Heart, whereby thou-didi difſeyer me bath 
from inſenſible Creatures and from brute 
8 Beaſts, which are endued with 
P/al. vii. Senſe, and thou dreweſt me not 
- much below the Angels ; yet e- 
ven this ſeemad not enough in the fight of 
"ny Deity, tor. lince that Time thou haſt 
entertained 
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entertained and nouriſhed me with, daily: 
and fingular, and-great Preſcnts of thy Be- 
nefits, without Intermiſſion. And thou haſt 

iven me Comfort, and made me ſuck like 

ome little tender Infant of thine; at the Breaſts 
of thy Conſolation: For, to the end that I 


might yield thee my entire ſervice, thou haſt _ 
appointed, that wharſoeyer thou haſt made 


ſhould ſerve me. 
WE 
CHAP. XX. 
That God hath ſubmitted all Things 
to the Service of Man. 


| HOU haft made all Things ſuhject 
to the Feet of Man, to the only End 

that Man might become wholly ſubje& to 
thee : And to the end that Man might be 
wholly thine, he is intitled to a Dominion 
over all thy Works; for thou haſt created 
all exterior Things for the Body, the Body 
for the Soul, and the Soul for thy ſelf, to 
the end that Man might tend only to thee, 
and might love only thee, poſſeſſing thee by 
way of Comfort to himſelf, and poſſeſſing 
thy Creatures, by way of receiving ſervice 
from them. For whatſogver is contained 
undep 
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under this Vault of Heaven is inferior to 
the Soul of Man, which was created that it 
might poſſeſs that ſupernal ſovereign Good, 
by the Fruition whereof it might be happy, 
and whereanto When it ſhall adhere, it is to 
out ſtrip and over - loek the Relations and 
Changes of all inferior n. which are 
to Mutation 
And it fhall at Eaſe, — with. 15 be 
hold the Face of that eternal Immortality, 
and the Viſion of that ſupreme Majeſty to 
which it hath aſpired here: Then ſhall they 
be in Fruition of thoſe molt excellent De- 
lights in the Houſe of our Lord, in Com- 
pariſon whereof all thoſe Things which 
here we fee may well go for nothing; thoſe 
are they which the Eye hath 
1 Cor. ii. mot feen, nor the Ear heard, 
nor have they entered into tbe 
Heart of Man, which God hath prepared for 
them who love him. And theſe Things, O 
Lord, wilt thou impart to rhe Soul of ay 
arid with the Confideration of theſe Things 
doſt thou. who loveſt Souls, delight the 
Souls of thy Serrants 
But yet, why ſhould I wonder at thoſe. 
Things, O Lord my God, therein thou 
doſt bat honour thine own Image, and that 
fimilitude of thine, according to which they 
are created : For whilſt we are yet in this 
corruptible and ignoble Body, thou haſt im- 
parted, that it may fee how thou haſt gi- 


ven 
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ven this Brighineſs of Heaven, by the Hands 
of thy unwearied Miniſters the gun and Moon, 
which do perpetually obſerve thy Precept, 
in ſerving thy Children Day and Night. 
To the end that it might breath, thou haſt 
given the purity of the Air ; that it might 
hear, the Variety of Sounds; that 1 it might 
ſmell, the ſweetneſs of Odours; that it might 
taſte, the Variety and Quality of Sayours ; 
that it might touch, thou haſt given-the 
dulk of all Bodies: For the other neceiſa 

Occaſions of Man, thou haſt given, Bea 

to carry him; and thou haſt imparted the 
Birds of the Air, the Fiſhes of the Sea, and 
the Fruits of the Earth for his Refection: 
Thou haſt alſo created out of the Earth ſe - 
veral Medicines, which may be applied to 
the ſeveral. Infirmities of Men; and thou 
haft prepared particular Comfarts, which 
are to encounter and reverſe thoſe particular 
Inconvenienc'es which may occur. And all 
this thou haſt done becauſe thou art full of 
Mercy and Pity : And thou, being our Pot- 
ter, doſt know the Matter whereof we ate 


made ; for, in fine, we are but aß e 
Dirt in thy Rand. | 


CHAP: 
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That the Greatneſs of the Divine 


' Counſel may be inferred by the 
Conſideration of temporal Ble 
- ſings. | hl Has 


Ehold the; I beſeech thee, let thy 
great Mercy ſtand open to me: Illu- 
ſtrate me yet more with thy Light, that ſo 
it may be diſcovered to me more and more: 
For by theſe little Works of thine we grow 
to comprehend thy great ones, and by thy 
viſible Works, we are enabled to take 
ſome Aim at thy invifible Works, O Lord 
our God, the holy and good Creator of us 
all: For if, O my Lord, whilſt we are in 
this Body, which is ſo cotruptible and ig- 


noble, thou doſt impart to us ſo great and 


even innumerable Benefits, by means of the 


Heavens and of the Air, of the Earth and 


Sea, of Light and Darkneſs, of Sun and 
Shade, of Dew and gentle Rain, of Winds 
and ſtiff Sl. wers, of Birds and Fiſhes, | of 
Beaſts. and Trees, of the Multiplicity of 
Herbs and Plants of the Earth, and by 
means of the Miniftry of all thy Creatures, 
which do ſucceſſively ſerve us at due and 
ſeverak times, to eaſe us thereby of that 

Trouble 
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Trouble and Faſtidiouſneſs which otherwiſe 
we might be ſubject to; what Kind of 


Benefits, I beſeech thee and how great and 


even innumerable will they be, which thou 


% 


haſt prepared for ſuch as love thee in that 


celeſtial Country, where we ſhall behold 
thee Face to Face? If thou doſt us ſo much 


Honour in this Priſon, what wilt thou do 


in thy Palace? 


Great and innumerable are thy Works 
O Lord, thou King of the Heavens; . for 


ſince theſe of the lower Rank, which thou 


haſt delivered over to be uſed promiſcuouſly. 
here, both by Good and Bad; be all of + 


them very excellently good and delightful; 
what Kind ef Things ſhall they prove to be 


which thou haſt — treaſured up for them 


alone Whg are good? If thy Gifts be ſo di- 
vers and even innumerable, which now 
thou beſtoweſt both upon thy Friends and 

upon thine Enemies, how great, how innu- 
merable, how dearly ſweet, and how de- 


_ lightfal are they to be, which@thou wilt 


only beſtow. upon thy Friends? If the ſolace 


be fo great which thou giveſt us in this 


Day of our Tears, what wilt thou-give in 
that Day of our Eſpouſals ? If this Place of 
Exile and Reſtraint afford ſuch Pleaſures, 


5 2 1 beſeech ther, will our Country 
0? 
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Te Eye cannot ſee, without thee, au 
thou haſt prepared for ſuch as love thee; for 
according to the great Multitude of thy 
Magnificence, ſo alfa is the Multitude of that 
Sqwertneſs great, which thou haſi hidden up 
for them that fear thee. For thou, O Lord 
my God, art great, thou art immenſe, + 
there is no End of thy Greatneſs, there is no 
Number of thy Wi iſdom, and there is no mea- 
ſure of thy Benignity, and there is neither 
End, Number, nor meaſure of the Reward 
which thou beſtoweſt But as thon art 
great, ſo are thy Rewards great; for thou 
thy ſelf art the Reward, and the Gift, 
5 beſtoweſt upon all ſuch as ſhall 
valiantly have fought thy Battles. 


C HAP. XXII. 


That the. diving Sweetneſs taketh 
away all: the preſent Bitterneſs 
of the World. 


Mleſe are thoſe great Benefits where- 
with thou, O Lord God, the Sancti- 

fier of thy Saints, wilt ſatisfy and remove 
the Want of thy hungry Children ; for 
thou art the lope of the Deſperate, the 
Comfort 


2 2 


Comfort of the Deſolate; thou art that ve- 
ry Ctown of Hope which is aderned with 
the Glory prepared for ſuch as overcome; 
thou art the eternal Satiety of ſuch as have 


been almoſt ſtarved, and thou art to be be- 


ſtowed upon ſuch as hunger after thee; thou 
art that everlaſting Conſolation, who be- 
ſtoweſt thy ſelf upon them, alone who de- 
ſpiſe the Comforts of this World, for that 
everlaſting Conſolation of thine: For they 
who look for their Comfort here, are & 


| Reemed unworthy of thy Comforts, but 
they who are afflicted here, are comforted 


by thee ; and they who partake with thee'in 
thy Paſhon, ſhall partake with thee alſo in 
thy Conſolation. No Man muſt think to 
be comforted both in this and in the other 
World, nor muſt he think to be in Joy both 
here and there; but he muſt neceſſarily loſe 
the one who will poſſeſs the other. 

When I confider theſe Things, O Lord 
my Comforter; my Soul refuſeth the Com- 
forts of this Life, that ſo it may be held 
worthy of thy eternal Confolations : For it 
is high Reaſon that any Man ſhould loſe 
thee, if he make choice to be comforted 


more in any other than in thee ; and I be- 


ſeech thee even by thy ſelf, O thou ſupreme 
Truth, that thou permit me nbt to he com- 
forted by any vain Conſolation, but that it 
may be only in thee ; and I beg that all 
Things may grow bitter to me, that thow 


- 
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alone may ſt appear ſweet to my Soul, thou 
who art that ineſtimable ſweetneſs, whereby 
all bitter Things are made ſweet : For thy 
ſweetneſs is the Thing which made that 
Torrent of Stones ſweet to Ste- 
Ad xi. pben; thy ſweetneſs made that 
15 burning Grid- iron ſweet to bleſ- 
ſed Lawrence; through thy ſweetneſs the 
| Apoſtles went rejaicing from the 
= As v. Council, becauſe they were held 
—_ | dNoortby to ſuffer Reproach for. 
thy Names ſake; Andrew went both with 
Security and Joy to the Croſs, becauſe he 
haſtened to taſte of thy ſweetneſs ; and this 
{weetnefs of thine did ſo fill the two Prin- 
ces of the Apoſtles, that for it the Wood of 
the Croſs was choſen by one of them, and 
the other was not afraid to ſubmit his 
Head to the murthering Sword; for the 
Purchaſe of his ſweetneis Bartholomew fold 
away his very Skin; and to have a Taſte 
thereof, the intrepid John drank. off that 
poiſoned Cup ; and as ſoon as Peter had 
taſted of it he forgot all other Things, and 
cried out thus, like one who was inebriated, 
| fſaying. O Lord, it is good. for 
Matt. xvii, 'us to be here, let us here make 
3 three Tabernacies 3 let us dwell 
here, let us contemplate thee,.. for we need 
nothing elſe. It is enough, for us, O 
Lord, to ſee. thee ; it is encugh, ſaith he. 
to be ſatiated with fo great Delight; and 
a the 


„ —_— © 


the Reaſon was this, becauſe he had taſted 
fome one Drop of divine ſweetneſs, all o- 
ther ſweetneſs was loathed by him. What 
| then ſhall we think that he would have 
ſaid, if he had once taſted of the great mul. 
titude of the (ovtetne/s of thy Divinity, "which 
thou haft hidden up for them that fear thee. 

That Virgin had alſo taſted of. this un- 
ſpeakable ſweetneſs of thine of whom wi# 
read; that ſhe went top full of Joy and 
Glory to the Priſon, as if ſhe had been in- 
vited to ſome Marriage Feaſt: and of this I 
ſuppoſe he had alſo taſted who ſaid, That ff | 
the Multitude of that ſweetneſs 2 | 
of thine, O Lord, was great, P/at. XXL, | 
.evwhich thou had/} hidden up for 
"them that ftar thee; and who alſo advi ſed 
Men thus, Tafte an ſee how 1 
ſwoeet our Lund is, For this is E/. xxxiii. | 
that Beatitude, O Lord our 
God. which we expect by the Gift of thy 
Hand, for which we fight as in a Warfare 
under thee, O Lord, for which we are mor- 
tified to thy Honour all the Day long, that 
th laſt we may live to thee in that 1 of | 

thme. A ' | 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


That all our Hope ought to be placed 
in bur Lord. S8 


Dur chon, O Lord, the Eæpectation of 
Iſrael, and that Deſire to which our 
eart doth every Day aſpire, make haſte 
to us, and do not ſtay ; riſe up, make 
haſte and come, and bring us out of this 
Priſon to confeſs unto thy Name, that we 
may glory in thy Light: Open thine Ears 
to the Cry of the Tears of thy forſaken 
Children, who are thus calling out to thee : 
Saive us, O thou Father of 
Matt. vi. ours, our Daily Bread this 
Day, in the ſtrength; whereof 
we may walk Day and Night, till at laſt 
we may arrive to thy holy Mountain Horeb. 
And J alſo, poor little one that I am, a- 
mongſt the poor little ones of thy Family, 
when ſhall 1, O my God, my Father, and 
my Strength, come and appear before thy 
Face, that I who confeſs unto thee now for 
a Time, may do it there for all Eternity : 
Happy ſhall I be if once I may be admitted 
to behold thy Brightneſs. | 


Who 


2 „e 


Who will grant me ſo much Favour, as 
that onee I may be admitted to that Happi- 
neſs. I know, O Lord, I know and con- 


feſs that I am unworthy to enter under th 


Roof, yer de thou admit me for thine own 
Honour's ſake, and confound not thy Slave 
who hopes in thee. And who ſhall be able 
to enter into thy Sanctuary, to conſider the 
Wonders of thy Power, unleſs thou open 
him the Gate? And Who can open it if 
thou ſhut it? Fer if thou deſtroy. there is 
none can build- us up; and if thou ſhut a 
Man in, there is none who can put him 
out; if thou contain the Waters, all the 
World will be dried up, but if thou let 


them looſe, they will overturn the Earth: ;- 


if thou haſt a mind to annihilate all that 
which thou haſt created, who ſhall preſume 
to contradift thee? Now therefore, O thou 
eternal Goodneſs of thy Mercy, (which is 
that whereby thou madeſt whatſoever: thou 
wouldſt) thou art the Architect of the whole 
World, and therefore do thou alſo govern 


us; thou didſt create us, and therefore do 


not thou deſpiſe us, for we are the Work 
of thy Hands. And it is plain enough, O 
Lord our God, that we who are but baſe 
Worms and Dirt, ſhall never be able to en- 
ter into thy Eternities, unleis we may be 
introduced by thee, who haſt created all 
Things of nothing. OR. 994 | 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


That all our Salvation ire, 1 
| dr G od... | 


UT I, che Work of l 3 will 
: confeſs to thee, in thy Fear, that 1 

vi, not put my Confidence! in, my- Beo, or 

| (- think that, my. Sword can ſave 

P/al. xliii. ne, but that myſt be done by 

. 1 thy. right Hand, and by thine 

Arm, and by the Illumination f thy Counte- 

.zance ; for otherwiſe I ſhould deſpair. -. But 

thou who didſt create me art my Hope, | 

. that thou wilt not for/ake ſuch as truft in thee; 

for thou art our Lord God, ſweet and pa- 

tient, and diſpoſing of all Things in Mercy; 
for if we ſhall have ſinned, yet ſtill we are 
thine, and it we. ſhall not have ſinned, much 

more we are thine, and we have our 000 

amongſt thy Creatures. 

We are but as a Leaf in reſpect of the 
£ World, and all Mankind is but Vanity, 
= and our Life is but as a Vapour upon the 
_ Earth. Be not angry if we, thy poor for- 
_ ſaken little Children, fall, becauſe thou. O 

* Lord our God. knoweſt che Matter where - 

ot we are made: Wilt thou. O God of in- 
eſtimable Fortitude, ſhew forth thy Fower 

Aa gainſt 
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againſt a Leaf, which is Whippet dway by 
the Wind; and wilt thou purſue and perſe- 
cute 2 withered Straw ? Wilt thou, O eter- 
nal King of Iſrael. damn à dead Dog? 
Wilt thou damn a fingle Gnatf? We have 
heard talk, O Lord, of thy Mercy, and 
thou putteſt not to death, nor nn in 
the Perdition of dying Men. 
_ © Therefore do we beſeech thee, 0 11 
that thou wilt not permit that which thou 
haſt not made, to have Dominion over this 
Creature of thine which thou haſt made; 
Nay, thou art grieved with our Perdition, 
and what then, O Lord. ſhall be able to 
hinder thee, who art omnipotent, from e- 
ternally rejoicing in our Salvation? If thou 
wilt, thou canſt fave me, bfit I cannot do 
it, though I would, The Multitude of 
the Miſeries which I carry about me is ve- 
ry great; I. is at hand with ' 
me? to will a Thing, but I can- Rom. vii. 
not find the way to perfect it: 
Yer I cannot even will a good Thing, un- 
leſs thou alſo wilt; nor can I perform that 
which I have a Will to do, unleſs thy 
Power ſtrengthen me: Yea, end that which 
1 have a Power to do, it fo falls out ſome- 
times that I will not do it, unleſs thy Wall 
may be done in Earth as it is in Heaven; 
and what I will do, and can do, I do not 
know, unleſs thy Wiſdom illuſtrate me: 
And though alſo I do know when ſome: 
E 5 times 
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times I have a Will to do a Thing. and 


when ſometimes I have alſo a Power to da 


it, yet my Wiſdom paſſeth away all imper- 
fe& and ee as it is, aalen thy true 
Wiſdom help m | 

But in thy Wal all Things are -placed, 
and there is none who can reſiſt that Will 
of thine, O thou, the Lord of all thy Crea- 
rures, who haſt ſupreme Dominion over all 
Fleſh, and doft work whatſoever thou will 
in Heaven and in Earth, in the Sea, and i in 
all the Abyſſes. 

Let therefore thy Will be done in us, 
upon whom thy Name hath been invoked, 
and let not this noble Work of thine periſh 
which thou didſt create for thine own Glo- 
Ty. And ohr Man born of Woman is he who 
can live and not fee Death, and deliver his 
Soul from the Hand of Hell, unleſs thou a 
lone do ſnatch- him thence, thou who art 
the vital Life of all Lite, nee all 
Things live. 


2 St. Angutto 
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* H AP. XXV. ; 


That the Fill of Man wit eth BE. 
neacy towards good 3 with. 
out the Grace of H.. 


HAVE a now confeſſed to thee; 0 thou 

Praiſe of my Liſe, O Lord my God, 
and the Strength of my Salvation, that 
there was a Time when I had Confidence in 
mine own, Strength, which yet was no 
Strength at all; and when I was ſo reſolved 
to run on, where I thought myſelt to 
ſtand faſteſt, there I fell ſoalelt. and inſteadd 
of | advancing I retired ; and I was more 
and. more eſtranged tram that which I 
thought to have apprehended: And ſo be- 
ing come to know the little Proportion of 
my Strength, by the many Experiments 
which I made of the want thereof, I do 
do now underſtand (becauſe have been il- 
luminated by thee) that whatſoever I have 
thought myſelf moſt able to do, that could 
L ever bring leaſt to paſs ; for I ſaid ſome- 
times, I will do this, and 1 will perfect 
that, and I did neither the one nor the o- 
ther; if I had the Will, I wanted the 
Power, if 1 had the Power, 1 had not then 


— 
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the Will, _ becauſe I truſted in mine own, 
Strength. |  - 

But now I 9725 to hes 0 Td my 
God, the Father of Heaven and Earth, 
that m Man ſhall overcomè in his own 
Stren to give Occaſion thereby to the 
ns! Preſumption of Fleſh and Blood to 
glory in thy fight: For it is, nat in the 
Power of a Man to will that which he 
hath Power to do, or to do that Which he 
can will, or to know what he can will and 
do; but rather the Paces of Men are di- 
rected by thee, the Faces of them. I mean, 
who confeſs. themſel ves to be directed by 
thee, and not by themſelves. We beſeech 
thee therefore, O Lord, by the Bowels of 
thy Mercy, be pleaſed to fave that which 
thou haft created; for if thou wilt thou 
cenſt ſave us, and the ſtrength of our Salva 
tion dont tern! in Pleaſure of * Will. 


aca. 1 
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"CHAD. XXVI. 701 ob 
O the ancient Benefits of Ang 


0d. + 


* xxi. ALL to niſnd Fu ancient 
Merey, whereby theu 
did, prevent us [i om tbe Beginning, in thaſe 


Bene- 
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Benedict ion, of | thy Saoeetue; for before I 
was born (1 who am the Son of thy Hand- 
maid, O Lord, who haſt been my Hope 
even from the Breaſts of my Mother) thou 
didſt prevent me, by preparing thoſe Ways 
for me wherein [ might walk, - and where 
by I was to arrive to the Glory of thy 
Houſe. Before thou fi ameaſ me in my Mo- 
ther's Nonb thou knewe/t me, and before I 
parted from her Body thou didſt pre wen 
concerning me whatſoever was pleaſing” tc 
thy ſelf -W hat” Things are e 2 | 
written in thy Book concerning me, in that 
Secret of thy Conſiſtory, I, for my part, 
do not know, and thereupon I am in ex. 
treme Fear, but it is well known to thee; 
for that which 1 might expect to happen in 
ſucceſs of Days and Lime, between this and 
4 thouſand Years hence, all that is already 
done in the ſight of thy Eternity, and that 

which is tuture is finiſhed already there. 
Now therefore, whilſt I live in this dark 
Night, and whilſt 1 am ignorant of theſe 
Things, 1 find Fear and 'Frembling to be 
come upon me, ſince 1 ſee, on all ſides, 
that many Dangers do ſet upon me «loſe at 
hand, and that | am hunted by many Ene- 
mies, and hemmed in by innumerabie Miſe- 
- ries in this Life: And unleſs 1 had thy 
Help, in the midft of fo great Calamities, 
1 ſhould deſpair. But ſtilf I-have a ſtrong 
Hope in thee, O thou moſt meck * 
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and my God; and the Conſideration of the 
Multitude of thoſe Mercies which thou haſt 
ſhewed to me, doth eaſe my Mind, and the 
fore running Signs of thy Mercies, which 


prevented me before I was born, and do 
now ſhine particularly towards me, do ſolli- 
eit me to have good Hope concerning thoſe 
future, better and more perfect Gifts of thy 
Benignity, which thou reſerveſt for thy 
Friends; that ſo I may rejoice, O Lord my 
God, with that lively and holy Joy where- 
by thou doſt ever recreate my Vouth, 
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H r. XXII. 


Of the Angels which are deputed to 
the Cuſtody of Man. 


JDZOR thou haſt loved me, O thou only 
Love of mine, before I loved thee ;.- 

and thou haſt created me after thine own 
Image, and thou haſt preferred me before 
all thy Creatures; which Dignity I ſhall 
keep alſo when I come to know thee, 
for whom thou haſt made me; Thou haſt 
alſo. made thy Spirits, Angels, for my Be- 
nds; nefit, and thou Ha commanded 
P/al. xc. them ta keep me in all my —＋ | 
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bft elſe, perhaps, 1 might hurt my Foot againſt 
a Stone: For theſe are the Guard: which 
Handi upon the Walls of the City of thy-new 
Jeruſalen, and theſe are thoſe. Mountains 

hich are ſaid to fland in ibe circuit thereof, 
ketying watch by Night over thy Flock, leſt at 
any time the Lyon ſhould ſnatch away our 
„ Whilſt none were by to deliver them; 
that ancient Serpent, I ſay, our Adverſary, 
the Devil, who is ever walking the Roand, 
ſeeking whom be may devour. _ - | 
| Thele are thoſe happy Citizens of Feru- © 
alem, that ſupernal City, that Mother af 
ours which is above, and they; and 2 - 
are ent in Minifiry to them who 1 Pes. v. 
are to tare bald of the. Inberi. 
ance of Salvation, that they may deliver | 
them from their Enemies, and guard them 
in all their Ways; that they may comfort 
and admoniſh thy Children, and offer up 
their Prayers in the ſight of the Glory of 
thy Majeſty; for they love their fellow Ci- 
tizens, by whoſe ſociety they expect that 
the Ruin of the Schiſm which was made 
by the rebellious Suge may be . 
ed. 

They do therefore aſſiſt us with great 
Care and watchful Endeavour, at all times 
and in all Places, ſuccouring us, and mak- 
ing proviſion againſt our Neceſſit ies, and 
paſſing with great Sollicitude between us and 


thee, O Lord, preſenting our Sighs and | 
P vg 3 


nog 


Sobs to thee, that they may obtain for as. 


an eaſy Pardon from thy Mercy, and may 


bring down from thee the detired Benedic- 
tion of thy Grace; for they walk with us 
in ell our Ways, they go in and out with 
us, conſidering with 18 Attention howy 
virtuouſly and piouſly we converſe in the 
midſt of a wicked Nation; with how great 
Endeavour and Deſire we ſeek the Kingdom 
ot God and the Juſtice thereof; with how 
great Fear and J rembling we ſerve thee, 
and how alſo we exult tone thee in the 


Joy of our Hearts. 


They help ſuch as are uking Rasse: the y 
protecl ſuch as are at reſt; they encourage 
ſuch as fight; they crown ſuch as conquer 3 
they rejoice with ſuch as joy, I mean ſuch 
as joy in thee, and they ſuffer witli ſuch as 
ſuffer, I mean ſuch as are in aue for 
thee. 


They have a mighty 4 Care of us: Great 


| is the Ardor of their Affection towards us; 


and all this for the Honour they bear to 
thet ineſtimable Charity wherewith thou 
loveſt us; for they love them whom thoa 
loveſt, they keep them whom thou keepeſt, 
and they forſake them whom thou forſakeit. 
Nor do they love the Workers of Wick ed- 
| nels, becauſe Shu hateft all the 

Pfal. v. Workers of Iniquity, and wit 
' a«flroy all them who [pe al Lies. 
As often as we do well the Argels joy, and 


the 
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the Devils grieve; but as often as we 
ſwerve from Virtue we make the Devil 

glad, and we deprive the Angels of their 
Joy, for they have Foy by occa- ; 
fon of any one Sinner doing Pe- n 
nance ; but the Devil hath Joy 

when "Penance is given over” by a good 
ban n | 
a Grant them therefore, O rather, grant 
dg they may ever rejoice conc norma us, 
and that thou mayeſt ever be pra 
them in us, and that both they and we may 
be brought into one and the ſame Sheepfold, 
that together we may confeſs to thy holy 
Name, 0 _ Creator both- of Men and 
Angels. | 
Whilſt I am ling theſe Things to ils 
before thee, I confeſs to thee with Praiſe 
that theſe are great Benefits whereby thou 
haſt honoured us, whilſt thou giveſt thy 
Spirits for Angels“ to aſſiſt us. I hou hadit 
already beſtowed whatſoever was contained 
under 'te Vaal of Heaven, yea and thou 
reputeſt that as but little which is contain- 
ed under Heaven, unleſs thou mayeſt alſo 
add ow Things which are 200 the Hea- 
ans t Tron 
7 Let al thy Kits praiſe theo allo for 
this, O Lond ler all thy Works alſo con- 
ſeſs to thee; and let all thy Saints them- 
ſelves bleſs thee for it. O thou our ſu- 
preme Honour, thou haſt too highly ho- 
noured 


. 


iſed by 
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noured us, and thou haſt beautified and en- 


riched us with many Gifts. 
Thy Name, 0 Lord, is ad: 


e , | mbakk wwe ar einen 
| Fob vi. for what is Man, (that thou 


Soulaſt magnify him, or, jo aps 
ly thy Heart. . towards the Love of bim. 
Por thou, O antient Truth, haſt ſaid, My 

Dieligbt is io h- with the Sant of 
Prov. viii. Men. But yet, is not Man 
Fob xxy. Rottenneſs. and the Son of Man 
Fob xiy. @ very Worm? It not every 

Man living à hind of Univer/as 


\ line 3 And yet doſt thou think it 


worthy for thee to carry thine Eyes open 
over ſuch a one, and to bring him with thee- 
into. Judgmene f „ 7: ens Ld 


. 
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* the pr ee Pre dein. and 
| e 1 God. hay He 


EAC a. me, O hag _ Seb oa” 

Abyfs, O thou Wiſdom,, which art 
the Creatreſs of all Things, which haft poif- 
ed the Mountains in weight, and the lefſer 


Hills in 4 Ballance, and baſt hung up the 
whole Bulk of the Earth in three Fingers ; 


ſuſpend. 
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ſuſpend thou towards thy ſelf the Weight 


of this corporal Heavineſs which I carry a- 
bout me, in thy three inviſible Fingers, that 


1 may fee and know how admirable thy: Name 


is over the whole Earth. 

O thou, Light moſt ancient, which didſt 
ſhine before all other Light in thoſe holy 
Hills of old Eternity, to which all Things 
were open and clear, even before they were 
made. O thou Light, Which hateſt every 
little Spot, thy ſelf being moſt, immaculate 
and. moſt pure, what Delight canſt * 
take in Man, and what Heree-:. |. 
ment can there be between Light 2 Cor. vi. 
and Darkneſs? For where, in 
fine, is the Ground of thoſe Delights which 
thou takeſt in Man? Or how dl thou 


prepare in me a Sanctuary worthy of thy 


Majeſty, into which when thou enterelt 
thou mayeſt take Delight and Guſt ? For 
it is fit that thou, who art the very Power 
which cleanſeth all Things, ſhouldſt have a 


clean Room to be in; thou who canſt not 


be ſo much as ſeen, and much leſs poſſeſſ- 
ed, but by pure Souls. But where is this 
Temple ſo pure in any Man, as that it may 
be fe for the Reception of thee, who ruleſt 
the whole World of Men; 
Who can make a Man clean, "Fob xiv. 
be being conceived. of unclean . | 
| Seed'?_ 1s it not thou who art any clean For 
Who can be cleanſed by one bs is himſelf 
mona 


=” 
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unclean? For, according to the Law which 
thou gaveſt to our Fathers, in the Fire 
which burned the Hill, and in the Cloud 
which covered the dark Water, we are told, 
that whatſoever an unclean Man did touch 
ſhould be unclean; | But Ve all are as @ 
menſiruous Cloth, proceeding out of an impure 
and corrupted Maſs, and we cannot become 
clean unleſs we are cleanſed by thee, who 
art only clean: And we carry the Mark of 
our Impurity in our very Foreheads, and 
are far from being able to 'conceal it from 
thee, who ſeeſt all Things; ſo that we can 
never be clean unleſs we be cleanſed by thee, 
Who art only clean. "HE 
But amongſt us who are the Sons of 
Men, thou cleanſeſt ſome in whom thou 
haſt been pleaſed to dwell. whom out of the 
inacceſſible profound Secrets of the incom- 
prehenfible Jodgments of thy Wiſdom 
(which are ever juſt though ſecret) thon 
haſt been pleaſed to predeſtinate, without 
any Merits of theirs, before the World was 
made, and haſt called them out 1 the 
World, and haſt juſtified them in the World, 
and wilt magnify them after the World: 
But thou doft not this to all, which all the 
wiſe Men of the Earth do wonder at, even 
to Amazement. 
And 1 alſo, O Lord, whilſt 888 
this, do all tremble, and am aſtoniſhed at 
the Altitude of the Riches of thy Wiſdom 


and 
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| and Knowledge, and at the in- 7 xi 
comprehenſible Judgments of | 
thy Juſtice, to the Reaſon whereof I an 
no way arrive, fince out of the | 
ſame Clay thou defigneft jome Nom. ix. 
Veſſels to Honour, and others to 
eternal Retproach.” © 
Such therefore as Fug chuſeſt out of 
many to be a holy Temple for 


thy ſelf, them doſt thou cleanſe, E zeh,xxxii 


pouring out pure Water upon 


them, ,whoſe Names and Number thou | 


knoweſt, v alone du number 
the Multitude of the Stars, and Pſal. cclvi. 
calleſt them all by their Names; 
abo are alſo written in the Book P/. xxxiii. 
of Life, and can no way periſh ; 
to whom all Things, yea even their very 
Sins themſelves, do co-operate towards 
their Good ; for when they fall they are 
not bruiſed, becauſe thou doſt put thy Hand 
under them, keeping all their Bones in ſuch 
ſort that no one of them may be broken. 

But the Death of Sinners is moſt pernici- 


dus; of thoſe I mean whom, before thou 


madeſt Heaven and Earth, thou didſt, ac- 
cording to the moſt profound Abyſs, of thy 
Judgments (ſecret indeed but ever jult) fore- 
know, with relation to eternal Death; the 
Number of whoſe Names, as alſo of their 
foul Demerits, is with thee, who haſt num- 
bered the Sands of the * and haſt. mea- 
| | ' ſured 


"x. : 
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ſured the Bottom of the Abyſs ; whoa m tho 
haſt left in their Uncleanneſs, and in whom 
all Things co operate to their 
Abd. i. ill, yea even their very Prayer 
i; erde ite Sin : So far forth, 
as though they ſhould mount up as high as 
the Sky, 5 their Heads ſhould touch the 
very Clouds, and ſhould build their Neſt a- 
mongſt the Stars of Heaven, they yet ſhall 
periſh in the end like a very Dunghull, 


n 


W 1 


CH AP. XXIX. 


— 4a 


Of them who fir ft were juſt, and 
_ afterwards become wicked: 


REAT are theſe Judgments of thine, 

O Lord my God, 6 thou juſt and 
powerful Judge, Who judgeſt according to 
Equity, and doſt work and perform inicru- 
table Things, which when I conſider all my 
Bones do even ſhiver with trembling, be- 
cauſe no Man living upon the Earth can be 
ſecure. But we muſt learn hereby to ſerve thee 
piouſly and purely all the Days of our Lite, 
exulting to thee with Reverence, and that 
we may not ſerve thee without Fear, nor 
Iezoice without Trembling; and that nei- 


ner 
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ther he who is girt nor ungirt, nor, in fine, 
any Creature of Fleſh. and Blood, may gio 
ry, but may be full of Apprehenſion and 
Horror before thy Face, ſince no Man 
Eknoweth whether he be worthy of Love or 
Hate, but all Things are reſer ved in Uncer« 
tainty for the future Time. 

For we have ſeen many, O Lord, _ 
we have alſo heard it from our Elders 
(which certainly I cannot call to mind with - 
out much 'Trembling, nor repeat without 
much Fear) who at the firſt aſcended, after a 
ſort ap to Heaven, and did place their Neſt 
even amongſt the Stars, yet afterwards fell 
down to the very Abyſs, and their Souls 
grew to be even ſtupified in Sin. We have 
teen Stars fall down from Heaven, through 
the Force of the Dragon's Tail who ſtruck 
them; and others, who lay proſtrate upon 
the Duſt of the Earth, have aſcended up by 
the Help of thy Hand, which raiſed them 
after an admirable manner. We have ſeen 
living Men die, and dead Men riſe again to 
Life, and them who walked amongſt the 
Sons of God in the midſt of thoſe ſhining 
Stones of his Temple, to have mouldered a- 
way into nothing, like ſo much Dirt. We 
have ſeen Light grow dark, and again we 
have ſeen Light proceed out of © | 
Darkneſs, becauſe the publicans Matt xxi. 
and. Harlots haue precedence" of \ | 
the natural n in the Kingdom sf 


Hcaven, 
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Heawen, <whilff the Children of | the ſam 
Kingdom are caft out . 1 exterior Dari . 

Fe 

* how came all theſe Things to paſs; 
but only becauſe) they would Leeds aſcend 
into that Mountain, into which that firſt 
Angel did go up and came down a Devil ? 
But whom thou haſt predeflinated, them thou 
baſt called, and /anfified, an clean ſed, 
chat they may be a fit Habitation for thy 
Majeſty, in whom and with whom thou 
takeſt holy and pure Delight, and in whom 
thou art AW "and thou doſt recreate their 
Youth, dwelling ſo with them in their Me- 
mory, that they prove a holy Temple for 
thee, - Which is a matter of much gory 5 
and Honour to our Humanity. 
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"CHAP. XXX. 


That 4 faithful Soul 5s dean 
| of God. 


1 E Soul which thou haſt anal; not 

of thy ſelf, but by thy Word, not 

of any elementary Matter, but of nothing: 
this Soul which is rational, intellectual, ſpi- 
N ever living, aver in motion, which 
Arne tnou 
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thou haſt ſtamped with the Light of thy 
Countenance, and conſecrated by the Virtue 
of thy Baptiſm, is made ſo capable of thy 
_ Majeſty that it can only be filled by hits; 
and by no other: When it poſſeſſeth thee 
the Defire thereof is fully ſatisfied, and 
there reſteth then no more exteriorly which 
it can deſire; but when it is found to deſire 
any Thing exteriorly, it is clear that it poſ- 
ſefleth not chee interiorly, upon the having 
of whom there remaineth nothing more to 
be deſired: For fince thou art the ſovereign 
and total Good, the Soul which poſſeſſeth 
that total Good can aſk no more; but if it 
deſire not that total Good, it remaineth that 
it muſt defire ſomewhat which is not that 
total Good, and which therefore cannot be 
that ſovereign Good, and n not 
God, but a Creature. 

Now as long as it deſires a Creature it is 
ſubje& to continual Hunger ; for although 
it obtain that of the Creature to which it 
pPretendeth, yet ſtill it is not full, becauſe 
nothing can fill it but thou, according to 
whoſe Image it is made. | 

But thou doſt only fill them who defire 
nothing elſe but thee; and thou, O God, 

| makelt ſuch to be worthy of thee, and holy, 

_ bleſſed, immaculate, and, in fine, thy 
Friends, as repute all Things but Dung that 

they may gain thee alone. For this is that 

Mn which thou * beſtowed on mo 
- this 
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this is that Honour wherewith thou haſt ho. 
noured him, both amongſt and 
P/al. viii. above all thy other Creatures, 
__ that 2 Name may be admirable 
over all the Earth. 

Behold, O Lord my God; ſupreme, moſt 
excellent. and omnipotent, 1 haye found 
that the Place wherein thou dwelleſt is tbe 
Soul, which thou haſt created after thine own 
Image and Likeneſs, and which ſeeketh and 
defireth thee alone; for in that Soul which 
ſeeketh or deſireth thee not, thou do not 
em. 


—_— 
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That G04 is not 10 be An either 
by the exterior or interior Senſes. 


UT, for my part, I have wandered- 
like a loſt Sheep in exterior Things, 
C 


ccking thee who art interior; and 1 did 
put my ſelf upon much Labour by ſeeking 
thee without my ſelſ, who dwelleſt in OS 
if indeed it be true that | defire thee: I 
have walked round about the Streets and o- 
pen Places of the City of this World in 
jearch of thee, but I found thee not, be- 
cauſe I did fouliſhly look. that abroad which + 

was 
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was within: I ſent all my exterior Senſes, 
as my Ambaſſadors abroad, that ſo I might 
ſeek thee, but I found thee not, becauſe I 
ſought thee ill: For I ſee, O my Light 
and my God, who haſt illuminated me, 
that I ſought thee ill by their Means, be- 
cauſe thou art within, and yet they ſcarce 
can tell how thou didſt enter; for the Eyes 
will ſay, if he were not of fome Colour he 
came not in by us; the Ears fay thus, if he 
made no Noiſe he did not paſs by us; the 
Noſe faith, -if he had no ſmell I know no- 
thing of him ; the Taſte faith, if he had no 
ſavour he entered not in by me; the Senſe 
of Touching alſo addeth, if it have no Cor- 
pulency, there is no Cauſe why you ſhould. 
interrogate me. 

Thete kind of Things, O my God, are 
not in thee, and therefore the Beauty of 
Bodies, or the Order of Time, or Candor 
of Light, or Colour, or the Concerts of 
ſweet Muſick, or whatſoever other Thing 
of delightful ſound, or the Odour of Flow- 
ers and precious Ointments, or other aro- 
matical Odours, or Honey, or Manna which. 
is ſo delightful to the Taſte, or other Things 
which are ſo amiable to be embraced or 
touched, or, in fine, any other Objects 
which are ſubject to theſe Senſes of ours, 
are the Things which 1 ſeek when I ſeek 
my God. 8 | 
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Far be it from me that I ſhould believe 
theſe Things to be my God which are com- 
prehended by the Senſe of brute Beaſts ; and 
et, nevertheleſs, when I ſeek my God, I 
eek a certain Light above all other Light, 
which the Eye doth not receive, and a cer- 
tain Voice beyond all Voices, which the 
Ear doth not contain, a certain Odour be- 
yond all Odours, which the Noſe doth not 
apprehend, a certain Sweetneſs beyond all 
Sweetneſs, to which the Taſte doth not 
reach, and a certain Embracement beyond 
all Embracements, whereof the Touch can- 
not judge: For this Light ſheweth where 
Place doth not contain, this Voice ſoundeth 
where the Air doth not carry away, this 
Odour giveth ſmell where it is not ſcattered 
by any Wind, this Savour giveth Taſte 
where it is not diminiſhed by being eaten, 
this Embracement is touched where it cannot 
be divorced. This is my God, and no o- 
ther can be compared to him; this do I ſeek 
when I ſeek my God, and when I love my 
God I love this. | 
Too late am I come to love thee, O thou 
Beauty which art ſo ancient, and I ſo new; 
too late am I come to love thee : Thou wert 
within and I without, and without I ſought 
thee, and I ruſhed with Deformity upon 
thoſe Things which thou madeſt fair ; thou 
wert with me, but I was not with thee ; 
Thoſe Things did keep me far from thee, 
| which, 


which yet had no „ Being at all but only in 
thee ; for I ranged over all Things 1 in feek- 
ing thee, and for the Love of them 1 loſt 
_ myſelf. 

I aſked the Earth if it were my God, 
and it told me no, and all Things which are 
upon the Earth made the. ſame Con'cfhon ; 


I aſked the Sea and thoſe Abyſſes, and the 


creeping Creatures which are therein, and 
they anſwered, We are not thy God, thou 
muſt jeek bim above us; I aſked the ſoft and 
gentle Air, and the whole Air with all the 
Inhabitants thereof ſaid,  Anaxinenes ir e- 
ceived, I am not_thy God ; I aſked the Hea. 
ven, the Sun and Moon, and the Stars, and 


they ſaid, Neither are are thy God ; then I 


ſaid to all them who ſtand about the Doors 
of my Fleſh and Blood, tell ine ſomewhat of 
my God which you know, tell me ſome- 
what, I ſay, of him; and they all cried out 
with a loud Voice, He made us. © 

Then l ſaid thus to the whole bulk of the 
World, Tell me whether thou be my God or 
no? Andit anſwered thus, with a hd Vaice, 
1 am not thy God, but I am by him; he made 
me, whom thou jeekeſt in me; ſee him above 


me, for he poverneth me aubo made thee. 


By the Queſtions which I afk of theſe in- 


animate Creatures, I mean nothing but A 


profound Conſideration of them; and by 


my ſaying that they make ſuch or ſuch an 


| Aniwer, I mean bot the Atteſtation Which 
F 3 - = _ 
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in their ſeveral Kinds they make of God: 
For they all cry out in this manner, It ig 
God abo made us; for as the. 
Rom. 1. Apoſtle faith, the inviſibleThingx 
of God are diſcerned and under- 
Hood, by confi wr the Creatures of this 
World. 

Then I returned to myſelf, and I enter- 
ed into myſelf, and ſaid, I ho art thou 2 

And I NS my ſelf thus, 4 Man ratio. 
nal and mortal: And I began to diſcuſs what 
this might be, and | ſaid, Whence cometh 
ſach a living Creature, 0 Lord my God, 
whence but trom thee who madeſt me, and 
not I myſelt ?. Who art thou then by whom 
I live; thou by whom all Things live, who, 
art thou ? Thou, O Lord, art my true 
God, and only omnipotent, and eternal, 
and incomprehenſible, and immenſe, wha 
ever liveſt, and nothing dieth in thee, for 
thou art immortal, and doſt inhabit Eterni; 
ty ; thou art admirable in the Eyes of An- 
gels, unſpeakable, unſearchable and un-name- 
able; thou art the true and living God, 
terrible and powerful, admitting in thyielf 
neither Beginning nor End, but being both 
the Beginning and End of all Things, who 
art before the firſt Ages, and before the very 
firſt Beginnings of them all. 

Thou art my God, and the Lord of all 
thoſe good Things which thou haſt created, 
and with thee do ſtand "the Caules of all 

Ibings, 
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ginning of all Things which in themſelves, 
be mutable, are yet and do remain immuta- 
ble with thee ; and the Reaſons of all Things, 
not only which are eternal and rational, but 
even of ſuch as are temporary and irrational, 

do yet live eternally with thee. Tell, O my, 
God, to this humble Servant of thine; tell, 

O merciful God, to this miſerable Crea- 
ture of thine, whence groweth ſuch a Crea- 


ture as Man but from thee ? O God, Is Man, 


perhaps, of Skill enough to make himſelf} 
Is his Being and Living derived from any. 
Root but thee > Art not thou the ſupreme 
Being from whom all Being doth: proceed 3 
For whatſoever zs, is of thee, and nothing i: 
without thee: Art not thou that Fountain 
of Liſe from which all Life doth flow? For 
whatſoever liveth lives by thee, and without 
thee nothing lives. 

Therefore thou, O Lord, didſt make all 
Things, and now do I aſk who made me? 
Thou, O Lord, didſt make me, without 
whom nothing was made: Thou art my 
Maker, and I am thy Work. I give thee 
Thanks, O Lord my God, by whom I 
live, and by whom all Things live, for 
having made me: I give thee Thanks, Q 
thou framer of me, becauſe thy 
Hands hate made and faſhioned Job x Xa 
me: I give thee Thanks, O 


Hom my Light, becauſe thou haſt lamina 
& 


Things which are ſtable; yea, and the Be- 
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in their ſeveral Kinds they make of God.: 
For they all cry out in this manner, It i, 
| God abo made us; for as the. 
Rom. i. Apoſtle faith, the ine bing 
Cod are diſcerned and under - 
ftoed, ' by confi aus the Creatures of this 
World. 
Then I returned to myſelf, and Jenter- 
ed into myſelf, and ſaid, I ho art thou 2 
And J . Ae myſelf thus, 4 Man ratios 
nal and mortal: And I began to diſcuſs what 
this might be, and | ſaid, Whence cometh, 
ſuch a living Creature, O Lord my God, 
whence but trom thee who madeſt me, and 
not I myſelt ?. Who art thou then by whom 
J live; thou by whom all Things live, who 
art thou? Thou, O Lord, art my true 
God, and only omnipotent, and eternal, 
and incomprehenſible, and immenſe, wha 
ever liveſt, and nothing dieth in thee, for 
thou art immortal, and doſt inhabit Eterni; 
ty ; thou art admirable in the Eyes of An- 
gels, unſpeakable, unſearchable and un-name- 
able; thou art the true and living God, 
terrible and powerful, admitting in thyielf 
neither Beginning nor End, but deing both 
the Beginning and End of all Things, whq 
art before the firſt Ages, and before the very 
firſt Beginnings of them all. 

Thou art my God, and the Lord of all 
thoſe good Things which thou haſt created, 
and with thee do ſtand the Cauſes of all 

Things, 


0 
L 
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Things which are ſtable; yea, and the Be- 


ginning of all Things which in themſelves, 


be mutable, are yet and do remain immuta- 
ble with thee ; and the Reaſons of all Things, 
not only which are eternal and rational, but 
even of ſuch as are temporary and irrational, 
do yet live eternally with thee. Tell, O my 
God, to this humble Servant of thine; tell, 
O eu God, to this miſerable Crea- 
ture of thine, whence groweth ſuch a Crea- 
ture as Man but from thee 3 O God, is Man, 
perhaps, of Skill enough to make bimſelf} 
Is his Being and Living derived from any 
Root but thee} Art not thou the ſupreme 
Being from whom all Being doth proceed > 
For whatſoever zs, is of thee, and nothing i: 
without thee: Art not thou that Fountain 
of Liſe from which all Life doth flow? For 
whatſoever liveth lives by thee, and without 
thee nothing lives. 

Therefore thou, O Lord, didſt make all 
Things, and now do I] aſk who made me? 
Thou, O Lord, didſt make me, without 
whom nothing was made: Thou art my 
Maker, and I am thy Work. I give thee 
Thanks, O Lord my God, by whom 1 
live, and. by whom all Things live,: for. 
having made me: I give thee I u 2 
thou framer of me, becauſe thy 
Hands hat e made and faſpioned Job x. 
me: 1 give thee Thanks, O 
wan my Light, becauſe thou haſt _ 
& 
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me, and I have found both thee and my: 


ſelf. Where 1 found myſelf, there I knew 


myſelf ; where I found thee, there I knew 
thee; and where I knew thee, *there thou 


didſt illuminate me. 


I give thee Thanks, o thou; my Light, 
becauſe thou haſt illuminated me: But what 
is that which 1 ſaid, when I affirmed my- 
ſelf to know thee? Art not thou God, in- 
comprehenſible and immenſe, the King of 

| Kings and Lord of Lords, who 
1 Tim. vi. only pofſifjeft Immortality, and 
P/al. xlix. doſl inhabit an inacceſſible Light 
. whom no Man hath ever ſeen or 
can ſee. Art not thou that hidden God of 
inſcrutable Majeſty, the only perfect Know- 
er and admirable Contemplator of thy ſelf ? 


Who did ever perfectly know, that which he 


never ſaw ; and thou haſt ſaid 
Exo.xxxiii in thy Truth, no Man ſhall ſee 

me and live. Thy Apoſſle did 
Jobs i. alſo ſay in the ſame Truth, 20 
Matt. xi. Man did ever ſee Cd. Who 

hath therefore known that which 
he never ſaw ? Thy Truth alſo itſelf hath 
ſaid, no Man knorweth' the Son, but the Fa- 
ther ; and no Man knaweth the Father, od 
the Lon. 

The holy Trinity is perfectly knows to 
itſelf alone, and that Knowledge fer ſurpal- 
ſeth the Underſtanding of Man. What is 
__—_— that which I ſaid; 1 who am a 


Man 
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Man made all of Vanity, that I was arrived 
to know thee? For who knoweth thee but thou 
thy ſelf ? For thou alone art God, omnipotent 
ſuper laudable, and fuper-glorious, and ſu- 
per exalted, and ſupreme; and thou art 
named ſaper-efſential in theſe moſt holy and 
moſt diyine Scriptures, becauſe thou doſt ex 
ceed all Eſſeuce which is intelligible, or in- 
tellectual and ſenſible; And thou art known 
to be above all the Names which can be 
named, and that not only in this World but 
in the future, ſuper eſſentially and ſuper in- 
telligibly; becauſe, by this hidden and ſu- 
| eſſential Divinity thou doſt dwell within 
thy ſelf, inacceſſably and inſerutably beyond 
all created Reaſon, Underſtanding and Eſ- 
ſence, where there is an inaceeſſible Bright - 
veſs, and an unſearchable, unſpeakable and 
incomprehenſible Light, to which no other 
Light arrives, becauſe it is belived to be in- 
contemplable, and invifible, and ſuper ratio- 
nal, and ſuper-intelligible, and ſuper-inac- 
cefible, and ſuper-unchangeable, and ſuper- 
incommunicable, which no Angel ever did 
ſee, or ever ſhall be able to ſee perfectly. 
This is that Heaven of thine, O Lord, 
that Heaven of the Heavens, that ſuper-ſe- 
cret, ſuper-intelligible, ſuper-rational, 
ſuper eſſential Light, whereof it is ſaid, the 
Heaven of the Heavens to our Lord, the Hea- 
wen of the Heavens; in reſpect whereof theſe. 
other material Heavens are but à kind gf 
Earth, 
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Earth, becauſe that former Heaven is ſuper- 
admirably exalted above all material Hea- 
vens, and the empireal Heaven itſelf is but 
as Earth in reſpe& of it: For this is that 
Heaven of the Heavens to our Lord, be- 
cauſe it is not known by any but by our 
Lord, to which mo Man aſcendetb, but he 
who deſcended from Heaven ; becauſe no Man 
knoweth the Father but the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit of them both; and no Man 
knoweth the Son but the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit of them both. Thou, O Tri- 
nity, art entirely known to thy ſelf alone : 
Holy Trinity, truly ſuper-admirable, ſuper- 
ineffable, ſuper- inſcrutable, ſuper-inaccefſi- 
ble, ſuper incomprehenfible, ſuper intelligi- 
ble, ſuper eſſential, and ſuper- eſſentially ſur- 
paſſing all Senſe, all Reaſon, all Under- 
ſtanding, all Intelligence, all Eſſence, even 
of the moſt ſuper-celeſtial Minds, which it 
is wholly impoſſible even for the Spirit of 
Angels to ſpeak of, or to know it, or to 
underſtand it, or even to think perfectly 
thereof. k 

How therefore have I known thee, O 
Lord my God, who art moit high over all 
the Earth, and above all Heavens, whom 
neither Cherubin nor Seraphin do exactly 
know, but their Faces are veiled with the 
Wings of their Contemplation. before him, 
who ſitteth upon that high imperial Throne, 
crying out and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, er. 
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God of Hoſts, the Earth is full of thy Glory: 
As for thy Prophet, he was all in Trem- 
bling, and he ſaid, Moe be unto 
me; for 1 have beld my Peace, Ta. vi. 
bicauſe 1 am a' Man of polluted f 
Lips. But my Heart bath quaked and ſaid, 
Woe be unto me, obo am a Man of polluted 
Lips, becauje I have not held my Peace, but 
ſaid, that I knew thee: And yet, O Lord, 
Woe be to them who are filent concerning 
thee ; for the greateſt Talkers may be ac- 
counted but dumb, if they do not peak of 
W 
And as fave me, O Lord my God, I will 
not be filent concerning thee, becauſe thou 
haſt made me and © becauſe thou haſt illumi- 
nated me; and I have found my ſelf, and 
J have therefore known thee; becauſe thou 
haſt illuminated me. But yet how have I 
known thee? I have known thee in thy ſelf. 
Yet I have not known thee in thy felf, as 
thou art to thy ſelf, but J have known thee 
as thou art to me: But yet, howſoever, it 
is not without thee, but in thee; becauſe 
thou art the Light which haſt illuminated 
me: .For as thou art to thy felf, thou art 
only known to thy felt ; but as thou art to 
me Fan thy Mercy and Grace, thou art 
known to me. | 

But what art thou unto me ? Tell me, O 
merciful Lord, who am thy miſerable Ser- 
vant, tell me by thy Mercy what thou art 
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to. xxxiv to me? Say to my Soul, I ont 
_ thy Salvation. Do not hide thy 

1 from me, leſt if thou doſt I die; ſuf- 
fer me to ſpeak, me who am Duſt and 
Aſhes,' ſuffer me to ſpeak to 

Gen. xviii. thy Mercy; for thy Mercy to- 
Wards me is great, and I will 
preſume to ſpeak to thee, though I be bur 
Duft and Aſhes. Tell me, Who am thy 
Suppliant; ſay, O merciful Lord, to thy 
miſerable Creature, ſay by thy Mercies 
what thou art to me. And thou haſt thun- 
dered down with a mighty Voice upon the 


inward Ear of my Heart, and thou haſt 


broken through my Deafneſs, and I have 
heard thy Voice; and thou haſt illuminated 
my Blindneſs, and I have ſeen thy Light, 
and have known that thou art my God. It 
is therefore that I ſaid I have known thee'; 
for I have known that thou art my God; 7 
have known that thou art the only true God, 
and Fefus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent. For 
there was a Time when: I knew thee not, 
but Woe be to that Time when I knew not 
thee : Woe be to that Blindneſs when I ſaw 
not thee : Woe be to that Deatnels when I 
| heard not thee ; for being blind and deaf; 
did -ruſh with great Deformity upon thoſe 
Things which yet thou hadſt made fair, and 
thou wert ftill with me, but I was not with 
thee : And thoſe Things kept me far from 
being with thee, Which yet if they had Lu 
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been in thee, could have had no Being at 
all. Thou didſt illuminate me, O thou 


Light of the World, and 1 ſaw thee and 1 
loved thee ; and indeed no Man loveth thee 


but he who ſees thee, and no Man ſees thee 


but he who loves thee. Too late am L 
come to love thee, O thou Beauty which 
art ſo ancient, and yet ſo new: Tos late 
am I come to love thee, and Woe be to that 
Time when I loved thee not. 


1 a. —__ 


CHAP. XXXIL 
A Conleffien of true Faith. 


Give Thanks, O thou who art my 

Light, becauſe thou haſt illuminated 
me, and I have known thee How have 
J known thee? 1 have known thee to be 
the only living God, and my true Crea- 
tor; 1 have known thee to be the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth, and of all Things vi- 
fible and inviſible ; to be the true, omnipo- 


tent God, immortal, inviſible, uncircum- 


ſcribed, unlimited, eternal, inacceſſible, in- 
comprehenſible, unſearchable, unchangea- 
ble, immenſe, infinite; the firſt Beginnin 

of all, both viſible and inviſible Crgatures, 
by whom all Things 2 made, and by _ 
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all the Elements (ub ; ; whoſe- Majeſty, as 
It never had any Beginning, ſo neither ſhall | 
it end for all Eternity. 
I have known thee to be one only true 
God, the Facher, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, three Perſons indeed, but one Ef. 
ſence, and the ſame, wholly, ſimple and un- 
divided Nature; and that the Father is of 
none, that the Son is only of the Father, 
and that the Holy Ghoſt is jointly of them 
both, ever without Beginning, and for cyer to 
be without ending, to be Three, and only one, 
and that the true omnipotent God ; that thou 
art that one Beginning of all Things. and the 
Creator of all Things both viſible and inviſible, 
ſpiritual and temporal, who by thy omnipotent 
Virtue didſt, in the Beginning of Time, cre- 
ate both the ſpiritual and corporal Creature, 
that is to ſay, the Angels in Heaven, and 
the Fabrick of this World, and' then thou 
madeſt Man, as being compounded both of 
Body and Soul. 
I have known thee, and I do confeſs 
thee, O God the Father, to be unbegotten, 
and thee, O God the Son, to be begotten 
of the Father, and thee, O Holy Ghoſt, 
the Paraclete, to be neither begotten nor 
| unbegotten ; and 7 believe with | 
Rom. x. my Heart to Juſtice, and 1 
confeſs with my Mouth to Sal- 
wation, the holy and individual Trinity, in 
three Ferſons, coequal, — and 
— coeternal, 
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coeternal, Trinity in Unity, and Unity in 
Trinity. | 7 
I have known thee the true God, and 
our Lord Feſus Chrif to be the only begot- 
ten Son of God, the Creator, the Saviour, 
and the Redeemer of me and all Mankind ; 
whom I confeſs to have been begotten of the 
Father before all Ages, God of God, Light 
of Light, true God of true God, not made but 
begotten,” conſubſt antial and coeternal with the 
Father and \the Holy Ghoſt, by whom al! 
Things were made from the Beginning: And I 
believe firmly, and confeſs truly, that thou, 
O TFejus Chriſt, the only begotten God, 
wert incarnate jointly by the holy Trinity, 
for the Salvation of Man, and that thou 
wert conceived, through the Co- operation 
of the Holy Ghoſt, by the perpetual Vir- 
gin Mary, and that thou wert made true 
Man, conſiſting of a reaſonable Soul and 
human Fleſh, who being the only Begotten 
of God, and conſequently both impaſſable 
and immortal, yet for the great Love where- 
with thou loveſt us, thou being ſtill the 
ſame Son of God, wert yet, according to 
thy Humanity, made both paſſable and 
mortal ; who being the only Son of Gad, 
didſt vouchiafe to ſuffer Paſſion and Death 
upon the Tree of the Croſs, for the Salva- 
tion of Mankind, to the end that thou 
mighteſt deliver us from eternal Death; 
and, being the Author of Light, thou didſt 

| * or deſcend 
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deſcend to Hell, where our Fore-fathers fat 
in Darkneſs, and the third Day, being a 

glorious Conqueror, thou didft rife up from 
the Dead, reſuming thy ſacred Body which 
had lain dead in the Sepulchre for our Sins, 
and thou didſt quicken it the third Day, 
according to the Scriptures, that thou'might- 
eſt place it at the right, Hand of thy Fa - 
the \: | | 


r, F2 
For having led with thee out of Captivi- 
ty, them whom our ancient Enemy, the 
Enemy of all Mankind, had captivated in 
Hell, thou, being the true Son of God, 
didft aſcend above all the Heavens with the 
Subſtance of our Nature, that is to ſay, 
both with thy Soul and that human Fleſh 
which thou hadſt taken of the glorious Vir- 
gin, and thou didſt ſurpaſs all the Choirs 
of Angels, where thou ſitteſt at the right 
Hand of thy Father, and where that Foun- 
tain of Life is, and that inacceſſible Light, 
and that Peace of Gad which paſſeth all Un- 
derflanding : There do we adore and believe 
thee, O Feſus Chriſt, to be true God and 
Man, confefling that thou haſt God for thy 
Father, and that from Heaven we expect 
thee to come as Judge in the End of the 
World, to judge the Quick and the Dead, 
that thou mayeſt render either Reward or 
Puniſhmenc to all Men, either good or bad, 
according to thoſe Works which they ſhall 
have wrought in this Lite, that ſo they 

wy 
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may be either in Reſt or eternal Miſery; 
for all thoſe Creatures who have received a 
human Soul into that Fleſh which here they 
have carried about them, ſhall riſe. at that 
Day in the Voice of thy Strength, to the 
end that the whole Man may receive either 
Glory or Torments, according to his Me- 
rits. - Thou art that Life and een 
itſelf, whom we expect to be 
our Saviour Fe/ws Chrift our Phil. lit. 
Lord, who will reform this | \ 
poor mean Body of ours, by Oy i 
to the Body of his Brightneſs. | 

I have known thee alſo to be God, 0 
thou one holy Spirit of the Father and the 
don, proceeding jointly from them both, to 
be conſubſtantial and eternal with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, to be our Parachete and 
Advocate, who didit alſo de- 
ſcend in the Shape of a Dove Matt. ili. 
upon the fame God 7e 
Chrift-our Lord, and didſt ap- 4 i i. 
pear upon the Apoſtles in Tongues © 
of Fire; who alſo from the Beginning haſt 
taught all the Elect and Saints of God with 
the Gift of thy Grace, and hat opened the 
Mouth of he Prophets, that they might 
relate wonderful Things of the Kingdom of 


God, and who, together with the Father 


and the Son, art adored and glorified by all 
the Saints of God; amongſt whom I alſo, 
who am the Son of thy Handmaid, do glo- 

8 rify 
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rify thy Name with my whole Heart, be- 
cauſe thou haſt illuminated me: For thou 
art that real Light, that Light which tells 
us Truth, the Fire ot God, the Doctor of 
Souls, the very Spirit of Truth, which 
teacheth us all Truth by thy Unction, 
without which it is impoſſible for us to 
pleaſe God: For thou thy ſelf art God of 
God, and Light of Light, e = from 
the Father of Light, and from his Son our 
Lord Fe/us Chriſt, after an ineffable man- 
ner, with whom thou, being coequal and 
coeternal, art glorified, and doſt reign with 
them ſuper-effentially in the Eſſence of the 
ſame Trinity, 
I have known thee, my one living nd | 
true God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, three in Perſons, but one in 
Eſſence, whom I confeſs, adore and glorify 
with my whole Heart, as my only true, 
holy, immortal, inviſible, eee and 
unſearchable God ; that one Light, one Sun, 
one Bread, one Life, one Good, one Begin- 
ning, one Ending, one Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, by whom all Things live, by 
whom all Things ſubfiſt, by whom all 
Things are governed, ordered and quicken- 
ed, which are in Heaven, on the Earth, 
and under the Earth, and befides whom 
there is no God, either in Heaven or in 


Earth. h 
—— I have 
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I have known thee by thy Faith, wherewith 
thou haſt inſpired me, O thou my Light, 
and the fight of mine Eyes, O Lord my 
God, the Hope of all the Ends of the 
Earth, the Joy which doth recreate my 
Youth, and the Good which ſtrengtheneth 
my Age; for in thee, O Lord, do all my 
Bones exceſſively rejoice, and 
fay, O Lord who is like to thee, P/. lxxxv. 
who amongſt the Gods is like 
thee, O Lord? Not they who are made by 
the Hands of Men, but thou by whom = 
Hands of Men are made : The 
Idols of the Gentiles are Gald Plal. cxiii, 
and Silver, the Work of Mens 
Hands, but ſo is not the Maker of Men ; ;- 
all the Gods of the Natiom are Devils, but 
our Lord made the Heavens, and this Lord 
is God: As for thoſe Gods who made not 
Heaven and Earth, let them periſh both. 
from Heaven and Earth; but let Heaven 
and Earth bleſs that God who made Hea- 
ven and Earth, 
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e CHA r. XXX. 
Of the Confeſſion of our own Ba-. 


neſs. 


V HO, O Lord, is like thee among the 
Gods? Who is like thee, O thou 
uubo art magnificent in thy Santtity, who art 
gerrible and laudable, and doing wonderful 
Things ? Too late am I come to know thee, 
O thou true Light, too late am I come to 
know thee. But there was a great and dark 
Cloud before theſe vain Eyes of mine, ſo 
that I could not ſee the Sun of Juſtice, and 
the Light of Truth ; I was wrapped up in 
Darkneſs, myſelf being the Child of Dark- 
neſs, and this Darkneſs of mine 1 loved, 
becauſe I did not know the Light; I was 
blind, and I loved Blindneſs, and by Dark- 
neſs I walked on to further Darkneſs : Who 
brought me out from thence, where 1, 
blind Creature, wa, fitting in Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death? Who took me by 
the Hand and led me out? Who was he 
that did illuminate me ? I ſought not him, 
but he ſought me; I called not upon him, 
and he cried out upon me But who is he 
that did all this? It is thou, O Lord my 
| God, the Father of Mercies, and the 2 | 
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of all Conſlations; it is thou, O haly Lord 
and my God, whom 1 confeſs with my 
whole Heart, giving Thanks to thy Name, 
J ſought not thee, but I was ſought by 
thee ; I invoked not thee, and thou calledit 
me ; thou calledſt me by thine own Name, 
thou didſt thunder thus down in the inward 
Ear of my Heart with this | 
mighty Voice, Let Light be Gen. i. 
made, and Light was * and 
that great Cloud flew away, that dark thick 
Cloud was diſſolved which had cloſed up 
mine Eyes, and I ſaw thy Light, and [ 
knew thy Voice, and I ſaid, O Lord, thou 
indeed art my God, who haſt drawn me 
out of Darkneſs, and out of the Shadow 
Death, and thou haſt called me into thy 
mirable Light, and behold I ſee ; Thanks 
be given to thee, O thou who art the Illu- 
minator of my Soul. And I looked back 
and ſaw the Darkneſs wherein I had been, 
and that profound. black Fit wherein I had 
lain, and ] did all quake and ſhiver, and I ſaid, 
Woe, Woe be to that Darkneſs wherein 1 
lay; Woe, Woe be to that Blindneſs where - 
in } was not able to ſee the Light of Hed- 
ven; Woe, Woe to that former Ignorance 
of mine, when I had no Knowledge of thee, 
O Lord: But I give thee Thanks, O thou 
my Illuminator and Deliverer, becauſe thou 
'haſt illuminated me, and I have known 
thee. Yet fill J am come too late to know 
| G 5 thee, 
\ 
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thee, O thou ancient Truth, too late am 1 


come to know thee, O thou eternal Truth; 


Thou wert in the Light and I in Darkneſs, 
and I knew thee not, becauſe I could not 
be illuminated without | thee, nor indeed 
without thee is there any Light at all. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


A Conſideration of the divine 
— Majefty. 


Thou Holy of Holies, thou God of 
ineſtimable Majeſty, the God of Gods 
and the Lord of Lords, who art admirable, 
inexplicable and unconceivable, before whom 
the angelical Powers of Heaven do even ſhi- 
ver, whom the Thrones and Dominations 
do. adore, and in whoſe Preſence all the 
Virtues of Heaven do even quake, of whoſe 
Power and Wiſdom there is no Number, 
who haſt laid the Foundations of the whole 
World upon nothing, who bait tied up the 
Sea as if it were in 3 Skin, who art moſt 
omnipotent, molt holy, and the moſt pow - 
erful God over all the Spirits of all Man- 
kind ; from whoſe ſight the Heaven and 
Earth do fly away, to whoſe Bock all the 
Element 


/ 
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Elements are ſubje&, let all thy e 
adore and glorify thy Name. 

And I, the Son of thy Handmaid, do by 
Faith bow down the Neek of my Heart 
under the Feet of thy Majeſty, preſenting 
thee with Pfanks, for that thou haſt vouch» 
ſafed to illuminate me by thy Mercy. True 
Light, holy Eight, delightful Light, admi- 
rable Light, ſuper laudable Light, which 
illuminateth every Man coming into this 
World, and'the Eyes alſo of the Angels. 

Behold now [ FU and I thank thee for 
it; behold I fee the Light of Heaven, there 
is a Beam which ftriketh brightly down 
from the Face of thy Light upon the Eyes 
of my Mind, and it filleth all the Powers of 
my Soul with Joy; but O, that once it 
might be perfected in me. 

Increaſe I beſeech thee, O thou Author. 
of Light, increaſe, I beſeech thee, that 
which ſo brightly ſtriketh through upon 
me; let this Light be dilated, I beſeech 
thee, let it be dilated by thee. What is 
this which I feel? What Fire is this which 
heats my Heart? What Fire is this-where- 
by my Heart is ſtrucken thro' with Beams ? 
0 Fire which ever burneſt, and art never 
quenched, do thou kindle me ; O Light 
which doſt ever ſhine, - and art never dark- 
ened, do thou enlighten me, O how very 
fain would I be inflamed by thee! O holy 
Fire, how ſweetly. do thou heat, how ſe- 

cretiy 
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.cretly doſt thou ſhine, and how delightfully 
doſt thou burn: Woe be to them who do 
not burn by thee, Woe be to them which 
are not illuminated by thee, 
O thou Light which teacheſt Truth to 
Men, illuminating all the World, which is 
filled by the Beams thereof: Woe be to 
thoſe blind Eyes which fee not thee, thou 
being the Sun illuminating both Heaven and 
Earth ; Woe be to thoſe weak and dazzling 
Eyes which cannot look on thee; Woe be 
to thoſe Eyes which turn themſelves away 
from ſeeing Truth; and Woe be to thoſe 
Eyes which do not turn themſelves away 
for fear leſt they behold Vanity: For Eyes 
which are accuſtomed to Darkneſs, have 
not Strength wherewith to behold the Beams 
of ſovereign Truth, nor can they make an 
true Judgment of Light whoſe Habitation 
js wont to be in Darkneſs ; they fee Dark- 
neſs, they allow of Darkneſs. they love 
Darkneſs, and ſo, going from Darkneſs to 
Darkneſs, they fall headlong they know not 
where; miſerable Creatures they are, Who 
know not what they loſe ; though yet more 
miſerable are they who know what they 
loſe,, and who yet fall with open Eyes, and 
_—_ down quick into Hell. 
| moſt bleſſed Light, which cannot be 
beheld but by Eyes which are 
Matt v. pure, and wholly purged, BI 
ed are the pure of Heart 2 
| " they 
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' they ſpall ſee God. Do thou cleanſe me, O 
thou cleanſing Power; cure my Sight, that 
I may contemplate thee with ſtrong Eyes, 
for they are none but ſtrong Eyes which 
can look on thee. Put away 1 beſeech thee, 
O thou inacceſſible Splendor, the Scales of 
that ancient Miſtineſs by the Beam of thy 
Illumination, that ſo I may be able to look 
on thee with certain Caſts of my Eye, which 
may not be checked and beaten 
back, and that I may /ce Light 1 Cor. xiii. 
in thy Light. | | 
I give thee Thanks, O my Light, for 
' behold now 1 ſee ; I beſeech thee, O Lord, 
that it may be ſpread abroad by thee ; un- 
vai! mine Eyes that I may conſider the won- 
derful Things of thy Law, thou who art 
wonderful in thy Saints. I give thee Thanks, 
Q-my Light, for behold I ſee, though as yet 
it be but by a Repreſentation, as in a Glaſs, 
but when will it be Face to Face? When 
will that Day of Joy and Exultation arrive, 
when 41 may enter into the Place of that ad- 
mirable Tabernacle, the very Houſe of God, 
that ſo Face to Face I may ſee him who ſee- 


eth me, and ſo my Defire may be fulfilled. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Of the Deſire and Thirſt of a Soul 
towards Gl. 


P/a. xli. S the Hart defireth the 
Fountains of Water, jo 

Fa. Ixii. aoth my Soul thirſt after thee, O 
God. My Soul hath thirfled af- 

ter thee, O God, who art the living Foun- 
tain, when ſhall I come and appear before thy 
Face? O thou Fountain of Life, thou Vein 
of living Waters, when ſhall I arrive to 
thoſe Waters of thy ſweetneſs, from this 
barren, unhaunted and dry Earth, that J 
may fee thy Power and thy Glory, and that 
I may appeaſe my 'Thirſt by the Waters of 
thy Mercy? I thirſt, O Lord, O thou 
Fountain of Life ſatisfy me, for I thirſt ;; 
O Lord, 1 thirſt towards thee, who art the 
living God; when, O Lord, ſhall I ap- 
proach and appear before that Face of 
thine? Doſt thou think that at length Þ 


ſhall ſee that Day, that Day, I ſay, of De- 


light and Joy, that Day which our Lord 
hath made, to the end that we may rejoice 
and exult therein ? 
O ſweet and beautiful Day, which hath- 
no Evening, and whoſe Sun hath- nothing 
— 
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to do with ſetting ; wherein I ſhall hear 
the Voice of Praiſe, the Voice of Exulta- 
tion and Confeſſion wherein I ſhall hear this 
Word, Enter into the Foy of thy Lord, enter 
into eternal Joy, into the Houſe of thy 
Lord and thy God, where there are great 
and unſearchable and wonderful Things, 
whereof there is no Number, 5 
Enter into Joy without Sorrow, which 
containeth eternal Joy, where all Good ſhall 
be without any kind of 11}, where whatſo- 
ever thou wilt have ſhall be, and where no- 
thing ſhall be which thou wilt not have; 
where there will be a Life which is vital, 
ſweet, amiable and eternal; where there 
will be no Enemy aſſaulting, nor no falſe 
Delight alluring, but a ſupreme and certain . 
Security, ſecure Tranquillity, a quiet Joy, 
a joyful Felicity, a happy Eternity and e- 
ternal Beatitude ; a bleſſed Trinity, a Trine 
Unity, a ſole Deity, and a happy Vivton 
of that Deity, which is the Joy of thy Lord 
and thy God. . 
O Joy upon Toy, Joy which excelleth all 
Joy, and without which there is no Joy; 
when ſhall | enter into thee, that I may ſee 
my God who dwelleth in thee, that ſo I may 
there partake of this great Viſion ? What 1s 
it which detaineth me? Moe be 
unto me, becauſe my Habitation Pſa. exix. 
here is prolonged. Woe be unto 
me, and how long ſhall it be ſa id to me, 
| Where 
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Where is thy God? How long Thall it be 
ſaid to meg Exper and re-eæpect. But now 
what ſhall I expect? Is it not thee, O Lord 
my God? We expect a Saviour, our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, who will reform 
Phil. iii, this poor mean Body of ours, and 
conform it to the Body of ' his 
Glory: We expect, when our Lord return- 
eth trom the Marriage, that he may carry 
us in with him. | 
Come, Lord, and do not ſtay: Come, OLord 
Felus Chriſt, come viſit us in peace. and carry 
us out who are bound in Priſon, that we may 
rejoice before thee with a perfect Heart. 
| Come, O thou Saviour, come 
Pia. cxli. thou who art the defired of all 
Nations; do but let us fee thy 


Face, and we are fafe. Come, my Light 


and my Redeemer, lead my Soul out of this 
Priſon, that 1 may conteſs to thy holy 
Name. | 
- How long ſhall I, wretched Creature, be 
toſſed up and down in theſe Waves of my 
Mortality, crying out upon thee, O Lord, 
whilſt thou heareſt me not? 
- Hearken to me, O Lord, who am cry- 
ing to thee out of this deep Sea, and waft 


me into the Haven of eternal Bliſs, to their 


Society who, being conaufted out of this 
dangerous Sea, have obtained to repoſe in 


that moſt ſaſe Harbour which is thy ſelf, 


© God, O ho truly happy ate they _ 
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be delivered from that Sea to. the Shore, 
trom Baniſhment to their Country, and 
from the Priſon to the Palace. Happy are 
they who in their deſired Place of Reſt are 
eternally to rejoice, for having ſo, with ſuch 
proſperous Joy, obtained that Prize of eter- 
nal Glory, towards which they here made 
their Courſe through ſuch a Multitude of 
Tribulations. O how truly happy are they, 
O thrice and three thouſand times happy, 
who being freed from all Miſery, and being 
ſecure in the Poſſeſſion of that inviolable Glo- 
ry, have deſerved to arrive to that Kingdom 
of Order and Delight. | 
O eternal Kingdom, Kingdom which 
out liveth all Ages, where there is a Light 
which never. faileth, and a Peace which 
paſſeth all Underftanding, where the Souls 
of the Saints repoſe, and eternal Joy hang 
eth over their Heads; for they ſhall obtain 
Delight and Exultation, and Griet and Sor. 
row ſhall fly away. How glorious, . O 
Lord, is that Kingdom, wherein all thy 
Saints ſhall for ever reign. with thee, being 
clad with Light as with a Garment, and 
having a Crown of precious Stones u 
their Heads. O Kingdom of eternal Beati 
tude, where thou, O Lord, who art the - 
Hope of the Saints and the Diadem of their 
Glory, art beheld by them Face to Face, 
delighting them on all ſides with ey —— 


which Paſſeth all Underſtanding ; 
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there is infinite Joy without Grief, Health 
without Pain, Working without Labour, 
Light without Darkneſs, Life without 
Death, all Good without any Hl; where 
Youth never waxeth old; where Life never 
cometh to an End, whete Beauty is never 
diminiſhed, where Love is never weakened, 
where Health is never blaſted, where Joy 
is never impaired, where Pain is never felt, 
where Groan is never heard, where Sadneſs 
is never ſeen, where Joy is ever had, where 
no Evil is feared, becauſe the ſoverei 
Good is poſſeſſed there, which conſiſts in 
even ſeeing the Face of our Lord, the God 
of all ſtrength. | 
Happy therefore are they who have ob, 
tained to come to ſo great Joy out of this 
Life, where ſo many Shipwrecks are ſuf- 
fered : And O unhappy and wretched Crea- 
tures we, who are ſteering our Ships thro? 
the Floods of this great Sea, and through 
theſe ſtormy Whirlpools, not knowing whe- 
ther or no we ſhall be able to arrive to the 
Port of Salvation. Miſerable, I ſay, we 
© are, whoſe Life is ſpent in Baniſhment, and 
whoſe Way in Danger, and whoſe End in 
Doubt ; for we know not our End, becauſe 
all Things are reſerved in ſuſpenſe, for the 
future. | | 
We are ſtill toſſed in theſe Sea Waves a- 
ſpiring to thee, who. art the Haven. O 
thou Country of ours, we ſce-thee, though 
it. 
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it be from far off; we ſalute thee from this 
Sea, we ſigh to thee from this Valley, and 
we ſtrive with Tears if perhaps we may be 

able to get thither. . 

O Chrift, thou God of Gods, thou Hope 
of Mankind. thou Refuge and Strength of 
ours, whoſe Light, like ſome Beam of the 
Sea-ſtar, doth ſtrike our Eyes from far off, 
amongſt the foggy Milts and Tempeſts of 
this Sea wherein we live, that ſo our Courſe 
may be directed to thee, who art our Ha- 
ven: Govern, I beſeech thee, our Ship 
with thy right Hand, by the Inſtrument of 
thy Croſs, that we may not periſh in theſe 
Floods, that the ſtorms of Water may not 
drown us, that the profound Pit may not 
ſwallow us up; but draw us out of this Sea 
to thee, who art our only Comfort, whom 
we ſee with our lamenting Eyes to be ex- 
pecting us, though from far off, upon the 
ſhore of that celeſtial Country, as it might 
be ſome Sun of Juſtice or Morning- ſtar 

Behold we cry out to thee, who are redeem- 
ed 'by thee, and who are now thoſe Exiles 
of thine whom thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious Blood. Hearken to us, O our 
Saviour, the Hope of all the Ends of the 
Earth and of the:Sea, how far ſoever it be 
off; we are toſſed in this turbulent Sea, 
and thou ſtanding upon the Shore doſt ſee 
our Dangers, and fave us for thy Name 
ſake. Grant to us, O Lord, that we _ 
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hold ſo even a Way between Sy and Che- 
rybdis, that, having eſcaped the Danger of 
them both, we may ſecurely arrive in the 


Port with our Ship, and our Adventure 
lafe. 5 


n 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


07 the Glory of our celeſtial Coun 
| fry. 


| HEN therefore we ſhall be come 
to thee, O thou Fountain of Wil- 
dom, to thee, Q indeficient Light, to thee, 
O thou who art the Splendor which cannot 
be defaced, that we may then behold thee, 
not by Repreſentation, as in a Glaſs, but 
Face to Face; then ſhall our Deſire be fully 
fatisfied with good Things; becauſe no o- 
ther Thing - will remain to be defired by us 
when we ſhall poſſeſs thee, O Lord, our 
ſovereign Good, who art to be the Reward 
of the Bleſſed, and the Diadem of their 
Glory, and the ſempiternal Joy which 
hangeth over their Heads; poſſeſſing them 

both inwardly and outwardly, 
P/a. iv. in that peace of thine which paj- 
| ſeth all er There 
ſhall we ſee, and love, and praiſe; — 


rn 


” 4 ,_ 


Repoſe, the * of Peace, the internal 
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ſee Li ht in thy Light, becauſe with thee 
is the Fountain of Life, and in 6 
thy Light we ſhall ſee Light. Pia XXXV. 
But what Kind of Light? An 
immenſe Light, an incorporeal, incorrupti- 
ble and incomprehenfible Light, a Light 
indeficient, a Light which cannot be put 
out, an inacceſſible Light, an uncreated 
Light, a Light which ſheweth Truth, a di- 
vine Light, which illuminateth the Eyes of 
Angels, which rejoiceth the Yourh of | 
Saints, which is a Light of Lights and the 
Fountain of Life, which is thy fel, O Lord 
my God: For thou art that Light, in 
— Light we ſhall ſee thy ſelf, who art 
that Light, that is to ſay, Thee, in Thee, 
in the fplendor of thy Countenance, when 


we walk ſee thee Face to Face. 


What is it to ſee Face to Face, but, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, 7 know thee as I am 
known? To know thy Truth and thy Glo- 
ry, is to know thee Face to Face; to know 
the Power of the Father, the Wiſdom of 
the Son, the Meekneſs of the Holy Ghoft, 


the one and individual Eſſence of the ſu- ; 


preme Trinity For to ſee the Face of the 
living God, is to poſſeſs the ſovereign Good, 
it is the Joy of the Angels, .and of all the 
Saints, the Reward of eternal Life, the 
Glory of Spirits, the La Joy, the Crown 
of Beauty, the Prize of Felicity, the rich 


and 


-— 
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and external Joy, the celeſtial Feru/alem, 
the Paradiſe of God, the happy Life, the 
fulneſs of Felicity, the Delight of Eternity, 
the Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding. 

This is that full Beatitude and total glo- 
rification of Man, to fee the Face of his 
God; to ſee him who made Heaven and 
Earth; to ſee God who made him, who 
ſaved him, and who glorified him: He ſhall 
ſee him by knowing him, he ſhall apply 
himſelf to him by loving him, and he ſhall 

raiſe him by poſſeſſing him; for he is the 
eee of his People. of the People of 
Saints, of the People which he redeemed; 
he is the Poſſeſſion of their Felicity, he 
is the Reward and Recompence of their 
Expectation; Iwill, faith he, be a great 
and exceſſive Reward to thee, for great 

Things become great Perſons. 
Indeed, O Lord my God, thou art ex- 
ceſſively great, beyond all Gods, and thy 
- Reward is exceſſively great; for it cannot 
be true that thy ſelf ſhould be great and thy 
' Reward little, but as thou art great ſo thy 
Reward is great; for thy Reward and thy 
ſelf are not two ſeveral Things; but thou 
thy ſelf art exceſſively great, and thou thy 
ſelf art that Reward which is ſo exceſſively 
great; thou thy ſelf art he who crowneth 
us, and who art the Crown; thou thy ſelf 
art he who maketh the Promiſe, and who 
. art 
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art that very Promiſe itſelf ; thou art he 
who beſtoweſt the Gift, and who art the 
Gift itſelf; _thou thy ſelf art the Rewarder, 
and thou art the Reward of eternal Felicity ; 
thou art therefore he who crowneth, and 
thou, O my God, art the Crown and Dia- 
dem of my Hope which is adorned with 
Glory ; thou art that recreative Brightneſs, 
that renewing Light, that graceful Beauty; 
thou art my great Hope, the Defire of the 
Heart of thy Saints, and defired by them: 
Thy Viſion therefore is the total Pay, the 
total Reward, and the total Joy which we 
expect; for this is eternal Life, this, I ſay, 
is thy Wiſdom ; this is eternal Life, that 
wwe may know thee, the only true God, and 
Fejus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. _ When 3 
therefore we ſhall ſee thee, the only God, 5 
the true God, the living God, omnipotent, 
ſimple, inviſible, incomprehenſible, not to 
be circumicribed, and thy only begotten Son 
Fejus Chrift our Lord, who is conſubſſanti- 
al and co eternal wich thee, whom thou haſt 
ſent into the World for our Salvation, in 
the Virtue and Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
they being trine in Perſons and one in Ef- 
ſence, ong only holy God, beſides whom - 
there is no God, then we ſhall enjoy what 
now we ſeek, which is eternal Life and e- 

. verlaſting Glory, which thou prepareſt for 
them who love thee, and hideſt up for them 
who fear thee, and wilt impart to them _ 
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ſeek thee, them who ſeek thy Face for 
ever. | WY 
And thou, O Lord my God, who fra- 
medſt me in the Womb of my Mother, who 
recommended me over to thy Hand, do not 
permit me any longer to be diſtracted into 
many Things from thee, who art one; but 

ther me up from exterior Objects into my 
elf, and then take me from myſelf into 
thee, that my Heart may be ever ſay ing to 
thee, My Face hath ſought thee, O Lord, 
and I will ſeek thy Face, the Face of our 
Lord of Power, wherein alone the total and 
eternal Glory of bleſſed Souls doth confiſt, 
and the Viſion whereof is the eternal Life 
and everlaſting Glory of the Saints. Let 
therefore my Heart rejoice, that it may fear 
thy Name ; let the Heart of ſuch as do but 
even ſeek our Lord rejoice, but much more 
let them rejoice who find him: For if Joy 
be taken in the ſearch of him, what Joy 
will that be which is felt in finding him ; 
Therefore 1 will be ever ſeeking thy Face 
ardently, and without giving over, to ſee if 
once at length that Door and Gate of Juſtice 
may perhaps be opened unto me, that / may 
enter into the Foy of my Lord. This js the 
Gate of aur Lord, and the Juſ ſhall enter 
zu ut. | | 


CHAP. 
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"CHAP. XXXVIL 
4 Prayer 10 the bleſſed Trinity... 4 


You three co equal and co eternal Per- 
ſons, who are one true God, the Fa. 
ther, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, thou who 
alone dwelleſt in Eternity and inacceſſible 
Light, who haſt laid the Foundations of the 
Earth with thy Power, and who governeſt 
the World with thy Witdom, Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Sabbath, tertible and pow« 
erful, juſt and merciful, admirable, lauda- 
ble and amiable, one God, three Perſons, 
one Eſſence, Power, Wiſdom, one only un- 
divided Trinity, open thou the Gates of Ju- 
ſtice to me, who am crying out after them, 
and being' once entered by them, I will 
confeſs to thee, O Lord. Behold 1, who 
am a poor Beggar, do knock at thy Door, D 
O thou who art the ſovereign Maſter of the 
Houſe, command that it may be opened id : 
me, thou who faidſt, Knox 
and it a be opened to yo; for Matt. vi. ? 
the Defires of my Bowels, 
which do even roar again, and the Cries of 
the Tears of mine Eyes, ate they who knock 
at thy Gate, O moſt merciful Fa- | 
ther, Before thet is my whale De- P/a. xxvi. 
fire, and my Groans ane not hidden P/. xxxvii 
11 X from | 


- — Y 


oO 
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Pia. xxvi. from\thee. And thou, O Lord, 
turn thy face n longer away - | 
from me, and decline not in thy Wrath from thy 
Servant. O thou Father of Mercies, hear- 
ken to the loud Cry of thy poor Child, 
and reach ſorth thy beſt help- 
P/. xxxix. ing Hand, that it may draw me 
' * out of the profound pits of Wa- | 
ter, and out of the Lake of Miſery, | and out 
of the Dirt and Dregs, that I may not periſh ' 
whilſt the Mercy of thine Eyes is beholding 
me, and the Charity of thy Bowels is lodk- 
ing on; but enable me to eſcape to thee, 
who art my Lord and my God, that I may 
ſee the Riches, of thy Kingdom, and may 
behold thy Face for ever, and may fing 
Praiſe to thy holy Name. O Lord, thou | 
who workeſt wonderful Things, thou who . 
makeſt my Heart joyful by the Memory of | 
_ thee, and who illuminatedſt my Youth, do Wk 
not deſpiſe my old Age, but fill my Bones ö 
full of Joy, and renew my grey Hairs as 1 
that of an Eagle is renewed. All Glory, all 
Praiſe, all Strength, all Power, all Magni- 
ficence, all Beatitude, all Mercy, be aſcrib- 
ed to God the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt. Amen. | | 
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x "Which ; is yd by the Church on «Goody, 


T that Time Jeſus went forth „ 
bis Diſciples beyond the Torrent 
S where there was a Garden, into 


which he entered, and his Diſciples. And 


Judas alfo that betrayed him knew the 

Place; becauſe Jeſus had often reſorted thi- 

ther, together with his Difciples. ' Jude 
therefore having received a Band of Men 
and Miniſters, from the Chief Priefts and 
Phariſees, comes thither with Lanthorns, 
and Torches, and Weapons Jeſus there- - 
fore, knowing all Things that were to come 


: % upon him, went forth, and faid to them, 
* Whom ſeek ye? T hey anſwered him, Jeſus 


of Nazareth, Jeſus ſaith to them, 1 am 


"He. And Fudus alſo that betrayed him? 


ſtood with them. As ſoon e as he 


aid to them, I am He, they reed back ward 


and fell to the Ground. Again therefore he 
aſked them, Whom ſeele ye? And they 
ou. * of Nazareth. jeſus anſwered, E 


H 2 ' have: 
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have told you, I am He: If therefore you 
ſeek me, let theſe go away. That the Word 
might be fulfilled which he ſaid, That of 
them, which thou haſt given me, I have not 
Joſt any. Simon Peter therefore having a 
Sword, drew it out, and ſtruck the Servant 
of the High Prieſt, and cut off his Right 
Ear. And the Name of the Servant was 
Malchus, Jeſus therefore ſaid to Peter, put 
up thy Sword into the Scabbard : The Cha- 
lice which my Father has given me, ſhall 
not .I drink it? The Band therefore, and 


the Tribune, and the Miniſters of the Fes, 


apprehended. Jeſus, and bound him , and 
they brought him to Auna, firſt, for he was 
Father in-law to Caiaphas, who was the 
High Prieſt of that Year. And Caiaphas 
was he that had given Counſel to the Feat, 
that it is expedient that one Man die for the 
People. And Simon Peter followed Jeſus, 


and another Diſciple. And that Diſciple 


was known to the High Prieſt, and went in 
with Jeſus into the Court of the High 
Prieſt. But Peter ftood without at the 
Door. The other Diſciple therefore, that 
was known to the High Prieſt, went forth, 
and ſpoke to the Portteſs, and brought in 
Peter. The Maid therefore, that was Por- 
treſs, faith to Peter, Art not thou alſo of 


this Man's Diſciples ? He ſays to her, I am 


not. And the Servants and Miniſters. ſtood 


at a Fire of Coals, becauſe it was cold, and 
warmed 
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warmed themſelves. And with them was 
Peter al ſo ſtanding, and warming himſelf. 
The High Prieſt therefore aſked Jeſus, con 
cerning his Diſciples, - and his Doctrine. 
Jeſus anſwered him, I have openly ſpoken 
to the World: I have always taught in the 
Synagogue, ' and in the Temple, where all 
the Fews reſort together; and in private E 
have ſpoken nothing. Why aſkeſt thou me? 
Aſk them that have heard what I have ſpoke 
unto. them: Behold, they know what 1 have 
faid. When he had ſaid theſe Things, one 
of the Miniſters landing by gave Jeſus a 
Blow, faying, Anſwereſt thou the High 
Prieſt ſo ? Jetus anſwered him, If I have ſpo- 
ken ill. give Teſtimony of Evil; but if well, 
why ſtrikeſt thou me? And Aunas ſent him 
bound to Caiaphas the High Prieſt. And 
Simon Peter was ſtanding and warming him- 
felf: They faid therefore to him, Art not 
thou alſo of his Diſciples ? He denied, and 
ſaid, I am not, One of the Servants. of the 
High Prieſt (a Relation of him whoſe Ear 
Peter did cut off) ſays to him, Did not I 
ſee thee in the Garden with him? Again 
therefore Peter denied. And forthwith the 
Cock crew. They therefore bring Jeſus 
- from Caiaphas to the Palace. And it was 
Morning: And they went not into the Pa- 
hee, leſt being contaminated, they might 
not eat the Paſch. Pilate therefore went 
forth to them without, and ſaid, What Ac- 
EOS | Pp © LS cuſation 
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cuſation bring you againſt this Man? They 
anſwered, and ſaid to him, If be were not 
a Malefactor, we would not have delivered 
him up to thee. Pilate therefore ſaid to 
them, Take him you, and according to 
your Law judge him. The Jeu, therefore 
id to him, It is not lawful for us to kill 
any Man. That the Word of. Jeſus might 
be fulfilled, which he ſaid, ſignify ing what 
Death he ſhould die. Pilates therefore went 
into the Palace again, and called Jeſus, and 
{aid to him, Art thou the King of the Fews? 
Jeſus anſwered, Sayeſt thou this of thy ſelf, 
or have others told it thee of me? Pilate 
anſwered, Why, am a Few? Thy own 
ation and the Chief prieſts have delivered: 
thee up to me; what haſt thou done? Jeſus 
anſwered, My Kingdom is not of this 
World ; if my Kingdom were of this World, 
my Miniſters verily would ſtrive that I 
ſhould not be delivered to the Faws; but 
now my Kingdom is not from hence. Pi. 
{ate therefore ſaid to him Art thou a King 
then? Jeſus anſwered, Thou ſayelt that 1 
am a King. For this was I born, and tor 
this came I into the World, that I ſhould 
give Teſtimony unto the Truth. Every 
one that is of the Truth hears my Voice. 
Pilate ſays to him, What is Truth? And 
when he had ſaid this, he went forth again 
to the 7ewws, and ſays to them, I find no 
time in him: But you have a Cuſtom that 
ö II ſhould 


1-ſhould-releaſe one to you in the Paſch 3 


will you therefore have me releaſe to ou 


the King of the Jews? They all therefore 
cried again, ſaying, Not him, but Barabs 
bas. And Barabbas was a Thief. Then 
therefore Pilate took Jeſus and ſcourged him. 
And the Soldiers platting a Crown of Thorns, 
put it upon his Head; and they put about 
him a purple Garinent: And they came to 
him, and ſaid, Hail King of the Feu, and 
they gave him Blows. Pilate went forth 
again, and ſays to them, Behold, I bring 
him forth to you, that you may know that 


find no Crime in him. Jeius therefore 
went forth, carrying the Crown of "Thorns. 


and the purple Veſtment. And he faith: to 
them, Behold the Man. When the Chief 
prieſts therefore, and the Miniſters, had ſeen 
him, they cried, ſay ing, Crucifie, crucifie 
him. Pilate ſays to them, Take you him 
and crucifie him; for I find no Crime in 


him. The Fews anſwered him, We have 


a Law, and according to that Law he ought 
to die, becauſe he has made himſelf the Son 
of God. When Pilate therefore had heard 
this Saying, he feared the more. And he 


entered into the palace again; and he ſays. 


to Jeſus, Whence art thou? But Jeſus gave 
him no Anſwer. Pilate therefore ſays to him, 
Speakeſt thou not to me? Knoweſt not thou 
that I have power to crucify thee, and have 
power to relcale thee? Jeſus anſwered, thou 
ä ſhoulda 
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fhouldſt not bave any power over me, un- 
leſs it were given thee from above. There 
fore he that has betrayed me to thee, has 
the greater Sin. From henceſorth Pilate 
fought to releaſe him; bat the Fews cried, 
ſaying, If thou releaſe this Man, thow art 
not Cz/ar's Friend. Every one that makes 
himſelf a King oppoſeth Cæſar. But Pi- 
late. when he had heard theſe; Words, 
brought forth Jeſus ; and he ſat in the Judg- 
ment - ſeat, in the place that is called Litho- 
firotos, and in the Hebrew Gabatba. And 
it was the paraſceve of the Paſch, about the 
fixth Hour; and he ſays to the Te, Be- 
hold your King: But they cried, Away, 
away with him, cruciſie him. Pilate ſays 
to them, ſhall I crucify your King? The 
Chief prieſt anſwered, We have no King, 
but Cæſar. Then therefcre he delivered 
him to them, to be crucified. And they 
took Jeſus and led him forth: And carry ing 
a Crols for himſelf, he went forth into that 
place which is called the place of Ca/very, in 
Hebrew Golgotha; where they crucified him, 
and with him two others, on each ſide one, 
and inthe midſt jeſus. And Pate writ a Title 
alſo, and put it upon the Croſs And it 
was written, 7e/us of Nazareth, the King 
of the Fexws. This Title therefore many of 
the Fews did read; becauſe the place, where 
Jeſus was crucified, was nigh to the City 
and it was writ in Hebrew, Greek, and 
3 Latin. 
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Latin. The Chief prieſts therefore of the 
Fews ſaid to Pilate, write not, the King 
of the Jews, but that he ſaid, I am the 
King of the Fews. Pilate anſwered, What 
I have writ, I have writ.. The Soldiers 
therefore, when they had crucified him, 
took his Garments (and they made four 
parts, to every Soldier a part) and his Coax. 
And his Coat was without Seam, wrought 
from the Top throughout. They ſaid there- 
fore one to another, Let us not cut it, but 
let us caſt Lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be: 
That the Scripture might be fulfilled, ſay- 
ing, They have parted my Garments a- 
mong them, and for my Veſture they have 
caſt Lots. And the Soldiers did theſe things. 
And there ſtood beſide the Croſs of - Jeſus, 
his Mother, and his Mother's Siſter, Mary 
of Clophas, and Mary Magdalen. When 
Jeſus therefore had ſeen his Mother, and 
the Diſciple ſtanding whom he loved, he 
ſays to his Mocher, Woman, | behold thy 
Son. After that he ſays to the Diſciple, 
Behold thy Mother. And from that Hour 
the Diſciple took her to his own After- 
ward, Jeſus knowing that all I hings were 
now finiſh'd ; that the Scripture might be 
| fulfilled, he ſays, I thirſt. . A Veſſel there. 
fore ſlood there full of Vinegar ; and they 
putting a Spunge full of Vinegar about Hy- 
ſop, offered it to his Mouth: Jeſus there- 
fore, having taken the Vinegar, faid, It 
| . 13 
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is finiſhed. And bowing his Head, H E 
GAVE UP' THE GHOST. 
The Fes therefore, (becauſe it was the 
paraſceve) that the Bodies might not remain 
on the Croſs on the Sabbath (for that was a 
great Sabbath-· day) they defired Pilate, that 
their Legs might be broken, and they might 


— 


be taken away. Ihe Soldiers therefore 


came; and of the firſt they broke the Legs, 
and of the other that was crucified with him. 
But being come to Jeſus, when they ſaw 


that he was dead, they did not break his 
Legs; but one of the Soldiers, with a Spear, 


opened his Side, and immediately iſſued 
torth Blood and Water. And he that ſaw 


it has given Teſtimony ; and his Teftimony 


is true And he knows that he ſays true, 
that you alfo may believe. For theſe things 
were done, that the Scripture might be ful 
filled; You ſhall not break a Bone of him. 
And again another - Scripture fays, They 
ſhall look on him whom they pierced. 

And after theſe Things, Jeſeph of Arima- 
thea (becauſe he was a Diſciple of Jeſus, 


but | ſecret, for fear of the Fews) defired 


Pilate, that he might take away the Body 
of Jeius: And Pilate gave him Leave. He 
came therefore and took away the Body of 
Jeſus. NVicodemus allo came, he that at the 
firſt came to jeſus by Night, bringing a 
Mixture of Myrrh and Aloes, about a hun- 
dred pounds. They took —_ 
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dy of Jeſus, and bound it in Linen Cloths, 
with the Spices, as the manner 1s with the 
Jews to bury.” And there was in the 


place where he was crucified a Garden, and 
in the Garden a new Monument, where- 


in no Man yet had been laid: there there- 


tore, becauſe of the paraſceve of the Fes, 


they laid Jeſus, e the Monument was 
hard by. 
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